
Result!  
Despite a mixed ability intake the Senior School saw considerable 
success in the summer with an impressive clutch of results and the 
vast majority of our students getting into their chosen universities.

The A level/BTEC pass rate this year was 97% with 26% achieving A* 
or A in the A levels or Starred Distinction in their BTECs and the A*-C 
statistic was 73%. Three of the eleven candidates for the newly introduced 
Psychology A level obtained A* grades and in A level Product Design, 
five out of eleven achieved A* grades. The school’s introduction of BTEC 
diploma courses also continues to prove fruitful with no fewer than 9 
Starred Distinction grades being achieved in IT.

GCSE candidates also had plenty to smile about when they came to 
collect their results. The overall A*-C percentage pass rate was 82.5% 
with 27.6% achieving A*/A. 83% of the year group achieved 5 A*-C 
passes, and 75% achieved 5 A*-C passes including English Language 
and Mathematics. “For a school that thrives on its mixed ability range and 
helping young people with dyslexia, the IGCSE English Language results 
this year with a 97.6% pass rate, coupled with 100% in English Literature 
were excellent” said the Headmaster.

There’s more and more at Clayesmore!

Prep up to the mark
Great results have to start somewhere 
and in our case it’s in our thriving Prep 
School where this year a significant 
number of leavers won scholarships 
to senior schools. Clayesmore Prep 
combines terrific teaching with boundless 
opportunities, and helps develop valuable 
skills and confidence so leavers are fully 
equipped to excel in the next stage of 
their education.

One step  
beyond 
Even after students  
have left school, the positive  
effects of a Clayesmore  
education continue to leave their mark,  
as shown by the impressive results being achieved 
by OCs at university. Succeeding at degree level 
requires both hard work and dedication – attributes 
that are encouraged and developed all through 
Clayesmore. Congratulations to the following who 
have earned a First Class degree:

Josie Ellis City (Music)

Juliet Fleming Newcastle (Fine Art)

Jack Hayter Bristol UWE (Film Production and 
Creative Media)

Freddie Longfoot Kingston (Biomedical Sciences)

Henry Polin Bristol UWE (Accounting)

Amy Smith University of West London 
(Events Management)

Declan Tuffy Cambridge (gained a Distinction in his 
MEng in Aerospace and Aerothermal Engineering)

Jack Alexander Birmingham (English Literature
& Drama)

Follow @Clayesmore on Twitter and like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/pages/Clayesmore-School

Celebrati  n
Clayesmore Newsletter Autumn 2015 edition

Over 150 brand new Prep and Senior pupils joined our regulars as they eagerly headed back to school for a fresh academic year 
and these new kids on the Clayesmore block were welcomed with open arms to our happy growing family. As well as this influx of 
fresh faces, the school is growing and improving in a host of other ways. The extension to the DT block is well underway, and the 
increased range of Sixth Form courses is proving increasingly popular. The Maths block, Manor House and Social Centre have 
all had a make over and the Prep School Art classroom has been refurbished to further boost Clayesmore’s spirit of creativity. 
Discover how artistic flair flows through the whole school on pages 6-7 and turn to the back page to find out how all our recent 
growth and enhancement has been made possible...

However, as we welcome more pupils, we are also losing two very important members of the Clayesmore clan as Headmaster,  
Martin Cooke, will be retiring next July along with his wife, Eleanor. The popular pair will be sadly missed as they have both been such 
an integral part of the school for an amazing 22 years! Their fondness for Clayesmore and the generations they have seen pass through 
the school was summed up perfectly by Mr Cooke: ‘one can be at the Nursery Christmas show one moment, playing the piano next to 
a child dressed as a sheep, and then find, what seems like only a month or two later, that she’s now Head Girl at the Senior School!’

We also said goodbye to three long serving members of staff in the summer. The Headmaster paid tribute: “If there was ever a 
‘Mr Clayesmore’ it was Tony Chew, who retired last term after 30 remarkable years working as Senior Master, Head of Sixth 
Form and Head of History.” He is pictured presenting the Tony Chew House Cup – an award that promotes Clayesmorian values 
– the perfect tribute to Mr Chew! 

“Ray Norris presided over the care of our 62 acres of grounds for an incredible 36 years; a huge task and very much a labour of 
love. He has left behind a wonderful heritage and as we wish him many happy years ahead, so we thank him for all his hard work 
and commitment.”

“Since joining the Prep School in 1990, Sandra Tew has worked in a number of capacities including Prep Head of RS, joint 
Senior Head of PSHE and latterly in the Learning Support Centre. She was loved and highly regarded by generations of pupils.” 
Longer tributes to this trio can be found in The Clayesmorian 2015.
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It all kicks off
Before the new term and all the hard work begins, we give our new  
Sixth Formers some ice-breaking fun during an action packed Induction 
Day that offers a variety of problem solving activities to boost teamwork 
and build friendships.

This year’s newbies were introduced to cart building, trebuchet building 
and minefield navigation and that was all before lunch! The tasks broke 
down barriers and encouraged group cohesion, which is important for 
students making the transition into the Lower Sixth and especially for 
the 25 Sixth Formers who are new to Clayesmore this year.

Wonderful world of Aardvark

Uni taster and 
inspiring internship
Congratulations to Year 12 pupil, Katie, 
who was selected to take part in a Gifted 
and Talented Programme at the University 
of Aberdeen. This incorporated a series 
of lectures, seminars and student events 
designed to help Britain’s most talented 
students realise their full potential and give 
them a taste of uni life. There was some tough 
competition but Katie’s exam performance, 
predicted exam grades and personal 
statement all contributed to her selection. 

Year 13 pupil, Harriet, had a taste of the 
business world when she undertook an 
internship at 3D design company, Dassault 
Systèmes, where she worked alongside 
consultant, Major General John Stokoe 
CB CBE. Harriet prepared a presentation 
about the capabilities of the company and 
its future. She has also been invited back 
on a paid consultative basis to talk to the 
board and been inspired to study business 
at university.

SIxTh SenSe

Enhancing employability with  

The Clayesmore  
Business Diploma
We will soon be launching the Clayesmore Business Diploma, a unique 
‘qualification’ designed to develop specific skills, knowledge and understanding 
that will really benefit students during the university application process or while 
pursuing careers in the business world. The exciting combination of challenging 
activities and learning goals are designed to demonstrate a student’s ability to 
think, communicate and innovate, making them much more attractive to employers.

So many  
opportunities to shine

6th Formers score a century
The Clayesmore Century Club, an exciting incentive scheme designed to 

reward pupils in Years 10-13, had unprecedented participation last 
year with a number of ‘centurions’ achieving their 100 targets. 

Our first centurion of this academic year  
was Year 12 student, Maddie,  
who faced a variety of challenges 
including climbing Hambledon Hill 
and raising over £1000 for charity  
by completing a 10K run. Busy Maddie 

will receive her £250 cheque at next 
summer’s Speech Day. 

Cooking, climbing and kayaking were just some of the amazing adventures on offer during Aardvark – an 
oddly named university style programme that kicks in after exams and introduces the Lower Sixth to  
all kinds of adventures and alternative ways of learning, delivered with more of an undergrad vibe.

Whether it was sampling mocktails at the European street café, picnicking on Hambledon hill, mastering 
cooking or caving at Cheddar Gorge, this year’s Aardvark experience had something for everyone!

The Aardvark shenanigans were topped off with a mock graduation that provided a ceremonial end to all the 
excitement of the preceding weeks and featured speeches, awards, mortar-boards and bubbly bucks fizz!
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Our flourishing Sixth Form offers masses of amazing opportunities and experiences within a 
wonderfully vibrant environment. It’s not only just a great place to spend those vital final years of school 
but it also offers pupils that undeniable extra edge before they head out into the big wide world…

Cash for Cake
The newly reformed charity committee 
hosted a successful Macmillan Coffee 
Morning that saw hordes of hungry 
Clayesmore customers rush to the Social 
Centre where they were greeted by a 
rainbow hued selection of yummy delights. 

The committee worked tirelessly, 
collaborating with the catering team who 
donated all the ingredients and mucked in 
with the baking. The committee members 
also helped out by decorating piles of cakes 
in the school kitchens. And it was all worth 
it, as the cake selling crew managed to raise 
£1000, which included donations from the 
following Saturday’s match tea.

SIxTh SenSe

Raving bad 
Sixth Formers were treated to a cautionary tale when visiting 
speaker, Shaun Attwood, described his journey from penniless 
business graduate to stock-market millionaire and his 
subsequent 9-year sentence in a notorious Arizona jail after 
being found guilty of arranging raves and distributing Ecstasy.

While serving his sentence in a prison with the highest 
death rate in the US, he wrote a journal that went public 
and turned the international media spotlight on the prison’s 
dangerous conditions.

This enthralling lecture offered some important life lessons  
to the captivated Sixth Formers and two students also 
brought Shaun’s disturbing tale to life when they dressed  
in stripy convict gear and read passages from his journal.

In weeds we trust
Despite the end of term looming temptingly on the horizon, the hard work 
didn’t let up for a group of extra helpful Year 10 and 11 students when they 
took part in a conservation project run by the National Trust in June. 

The enthusiastic volunteers travelled to delightful Devon where instead of 
buckets and spades, they were issued with litter pickers and bin bags to 
collect pesky flotsam and detritus from the beach. The tenacious team 
also helped to clear a weed filled leat and on the final day, armed with 
loppers and gloves, the weed warriors battled with an invasive shrub 
called the Pheasant Berry. 

Promoting harmony
Confidence of the vocal kind was boosted when Sixth Formers and the  
Senior Choir were treated to an evening of music making with Dominic 
Peckham, one of the UK’s finest orchestral and choral conductors. Dominic 
has an impressive background in directing both orchestras and choirs so he 
was the perfect choice to inspire our young crooners to sing their hearts out.   

A highly creative and charismatic choral guru, Dominic really engaged  
the Clayesmore crowd, even the more reluctant singers, by using inspiring 
techniques such as body percussion, setting up a 4-5 part singing 
harmony and encouraging solos. 

Dominic recently appeared as a singing mentor alongside Gareth Malone,  
in the BBC series, The Naked Choir – a celebration of a cappella singing 
that followed the journey of competing vocal groups. 

&Yummy money      Helping out

Life Lessons
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We need to talk about Richard
In the summer, Year 8 pupils held a Skype  
conversation with royally connected Philippa 
Langley, the author of ‘The Search for  
Richard III’, who made a huge contribution 
to the discovery of the King’s body underneath  
a Leicester car park in 2012.

After studying Richard III and watching the  
documentary ‘The King in the Car Park’, a  
group of pupils wrote to Philippa and were  
really excited when she agreed to have a  
chat about the historic discovery.

Authors-in-residence

in pr  nt 
Prep and Pre-Prep

We all write together!
After months of reading, writing, drawing and enjoying entertaining visits from an award winning 
children’s author, Year 5 and 6 pupils were finally rewarded for their creative efforts with a gloriously 
glossy tome entitled ‘Then and Now’. 

This professionally bound anthology was unveiled at a grand book launch hosted by our Patron of 
Reading, Ali Sparkes, who also wrote a foreword that described the ‘then and now’ of becoming 
Clayesmore Prep’s Patron of Reading! This delightful collection features a marvellous mix of written 
contributions from every pupil in Year 5 and 6. Emotive poems with the ‘then and now’ theme sit 
alongside snippets of powerful prose and imaginative stories of transformation and redemption are  
all topped off with a generous sprinkling of pupil artwork.

The launch kicked off with a Sparke-ling introduction  
from Ali who then took the sizeable audience back to  
her past with the help of an astonishing ‘whirly whirly’  
technique that has become a Clayesmore Prep fave  
and has to be seen to be believed. She also read  

excerpts from the book alongside  
some of the pupil authors and the  
wordy celebration concluded with 
book signings en masse!

Head of Prep English, Suzanne  
Chinnock, was justly proud  
of the pupils, commenting: 
‘the sheer quality of the  
book took a lot of people  

by surprise, but most 
impressive was the high  

standard and maturity of 
the writing and illustrations.’ 

Seven go digital in Dorset
Towards the end of last term, several Year 7 Prep pupils entered a Dorset Writers’ 
Network competition called ‘Dorset Digital Stories’ that will see the publication of 
an ebook to celebrate the diversity of our county. The stories had to be fictional, no 
longer than 500 words and be set in delightful Dorset and so our budding authors 
went to town (well, to imaginary Dorset) and penned some top-notch local tales. 

Seven of the stories were selected for publication in the ebook, and the pupils have been 
assigned mentors to help them improve their stories for publication. These whizzy writers 
have also been invited to the launch of this exciting digital storybook in November.

Year 1 had their own fantastical fiction based summer when they took 
inspiration from Enid Blyton’s ‘The Enchanted Wood’ – the well loved children’s 
classic that helped to fuel their learning right across the curriculum.

As part of their magical project, they headed to Duncliffe Woods near 
Shaftesbury to explore the delights of nature and to try and find an actual 
‘Magic Faraway Tree’! Literacy lessons focused on story writing and the 
children enjoyed authoring their own books based on the Blyton tales.  

The literary inspiration continued while studying mysterious animal prints, 
when they came to the conclusion that one set belonged to the Gruffalo! 

Congratulations to two of our talented Year 7 writers, Will and Abi, whose cracking 
creativity managed to get them through to the second round of the high profile Radio 
2 ‘500 words’ competition. They reached the top 3,800 out of 120,000 entries so their 
terrific tales must have really stood out from the crowd!

Stand out stories

Pre-Prep  

in print
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Ali update
Over the summer Ali sent the Prep school a lovely letter describing how thrilling she had found the launch of the anthology and addressing her marvellous missive to ‘Fellow Authors’. She also described our Prep pupils as a funny and fabulous bunch of youngsters and encouraged them to keep on reading and writing. We look forward to seeing our Patron of Reading again very soon….



In the summer, Year 12 pupil, Ollie, played for the Elite International  
Cricket Academy (EICA) against the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in  
a 50 over match – a warm up international match for the UAE before  
their world cup qualifying match against Kenya. Ollie excelled with his 
bowling, performing to an exceptional level in his first experience of  
international cricket.

Since then, Ollie has played for the Southampton Saints in the City T20 Cricket Competition, helping them defeat 
Brighton in the semi-final. He was also awarded Man of the Match for his all round performance when the Saints 
played London Lions in the final (Ollie is pictured above at the end of the bottom row on the right). 

Charlie courts success
It was game, set and match to Year 8 pupil, Charlie, 
when he took to the court over the summer to show 
off his terrific tennis skills. In July, he was the first 
Clayesmore Prep pupil to take part in the IAPS Tennis 
Championships at Millfield School and made it through to 
the top 8 before losing 6-1. He also won the U14 boys, 
was runner up in the U12 boys and won the U12 doubles 
with his partner at a tournament in Wales. 

The following week he travelled to Holland for a training 
camp where he spent a day at an academy run by former 
grand slam finalist, Martin Verkerk. Charlie played against 
Verkerk’s top players and beat a boy who is currently 
ranked 30 in Holland.

Incredible  
kayaking 
Talented kayaking OC, Hugo Scott,  
has been up to his white water  
tricks again at the  
ICF World Freestyle  
Kayak Championships  
on the Ottowa River.  
Hugo, who left in the summer, qualified for the K1 
Junior Men Class and used his fantastic freestyle 
skills to come 3rd in this international competition.

Hugo was introduced to this exhilarating sport  
at Clayesmore and he has also been sponsored 
by our Spinney Memorial Trust to enable him to 
attend the World Championships.

Going polo

Congratulations to Year 10 pupil, 
April, who had considerable success 
over the summer competing in a 
drier kind of polo, combining hand, 
eye and ball coordination on a horse 
in full gallop. 

For the second year running, April, 
playing for the Royal Artillery Hunt 
polo team, emerged victorious 
at the National Pony Club Polo 
Championships. Weeks’ worth of 
effort, and competition against stiff  
opposition culminated in the ‘finals’, played in August at Cowdray Park. 

April’s natural horse-riding skill, polo experience and pony, Piglet, helped 
her emerge as the team’s top scorer, with more goals than any other 
player in the division. April is now in a strong position as she prepares to 
move up into the Loriner (under 16) divisions.

Saintly bowling 

Celebrating cricket  
           at Clayesmore 
Cricket Week gives the 1st XI a chance to pit their cricket wits against 
more experienced adults and allows talented younger players to play in 
the Senior team after the summer exams. The 1st XI also play a variety of 
touring sides including the world’s most active cricket club, the MCC. 

The week’s challenges successfully tested the skills, temperament 
and fitness of the boys in different formats and unfamiliar situations. 
During their week’s fixtures the team showed the strong team spirit and 
determination that has made them such a successful group.

There was some sparkling play from past and future players. A number 
of boys from Year 10 made their 1st XI debuts and it was a pleasure  
to receive a visit from OCs: Ned Lack (MCC) and Dominic Clutterbuck 
(The Rangers, XL Club).

Notable performances included Will’s century against Plymouth College and 
Josh Richardson’s 5 wicket haul against The Rangers, and both milestones 
were achieved by these pupils for the first time while representing 
Clayesmore. The 1st XI also went to Exeter School and Plymouth College 
on their own mini-tour to prepare for the Sri Lanka tour in Summer 2016.

Good catch!
Old Clayesmorian, Lewis McManus, bowled us all 
over with his cricketing performance at  
Headingley when he made his first  
class debut for the Hampshire  
1st XI against Yorkshire. 

The debutant wicketkeeper  
described his exciting experience  
on the BBC Sport website: “It’s  
something I’ve worked towards  
for the last couple of years so it’s 
really good to get it under my  
belt – especially to play at a  
famous ground like 
Headingley. It was a  
brilliant experience!”

We were delighted to learn that Clayesmore has been 
included in “The Playing Fields Of England: An A-Z Guide 
to the Summer Game’s Top 100 Schools’. This guide 
will appear in the November edition of ‘The Cricketer’ 
magazine and Clayesmore had to meet an exhaustive set 
of internal and external criteria to be included.

Top 100

We’re in Wisden!
We are delighted to announce that two of last 
season’s star cricketers, Josh Richardson and 
Dominic Clutterbuck, were featured in this year’s 
Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack in the top 14 bowling 
averages for schoolboy cricket. 

We are very proud of  
the brilliant bowlers,  
particularly as  
Clayesmore is the  
only school to have  
two bowlers in this  
category. Check out  
their super stats  
on page 729 of  
the current edition!

Why have Cricket Week?
It’s a wash out!
Or it can be, because the Club cricket season runs 
from the end of April through to September and 
even if washed out matches don’t put a dampener 
on the whole season, a couple of wet weeks can 
wipe out 20% of cricket playing.

A testing time
Most 1st XI cricketers are busy with exams 
that start in May and the introduction of 
Lower Sixth AS exams has been a further 
blow to cricket development from the third 
week of term onwards. 

It’s all over….
A short summer term means school cricket is 
done and dusted by the end of June, so players 
only have a � eeting 10-week season.

Join us for a celebration of 
Clayesmore cricket designed 
to bring together our 1st XI 
for some full-on fixtures 
and prolonged playing 
in our stunning grounds.

SERIOUS ABOUT CRICKET 
CLAYESMORE SCHOOL’S CRICKET WEEK

Two of our star cricketers, Josh Richardson (pictured) and Dominic Clutterbuck, were featured in this year’s Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack in the top fourteen bowling averages for schoolboy cricket. Clayesmore is the only school to have two bowlers in this category. Check out their stats on p729!

26th June – 1st July 2015

ScorerS
top 

Year 11 pupil, Will continued to make a  
splash in the world of water polo earlier  
this year as part of the Year 2000 England 
Talent Squad. A truly committed player, 
Will undertook extensive training in 
Cardiff, Exeter and Basingstoke as well 
as continuing to play for Exeter. 

He also attended trials, spent his  
Easter in Barcelona for even more  
training and swam regularly as part  
of his swim scholarship. 
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ArT thr  ugh the ages

Making clay faces
Year 2 pupils’ creative artwork took on an international flavour when Sine Riley-Moore  
helped them create stunning African masks. 

With a blunt pencil they traced over the patterns pushing into the clay surface, then cut out the eyes 
and mouth. They stuck on clay shapes and customized their masks using a variety of tools to push 
in and drag across the clay. After being fired in our kiln, the little potters painted their masks with rich 
African colours. 

Illustrated Clayesmore  
Our own fictional adventure, ‘Where is Seymour’s Scarf’, was brought to life by illustrator, 
Molly Sage, who created a child’s eye view of our amazing school. Starring cute furry 
guy, Seymour, this pre-school tale is all about a spirited squirrel who goes on the hunt for 
his missing scarf, encountering a crop of cute critters along the way.

Seymour also appeared ‘in person’ at our Woodland Adventure Afternoon in May.  
Our BTEC Hospitality students were also on hand to help out with all sorts of family 
fun including face painting, treasure hunting and cake selling.

This Clayesmore character is also the inspiration for our new  
‘Bushy Tails’ play sessions for bright eyed under 5s that run  
every Wednesday during term time from 10.30am-12pm.

Hauser & Wirth a visit
Despite having access to the fabulous creative 
space provided by our well-stocked art 
department, pupils can always gain further 
inspiration by seeing top quality art in the 
‘flesh’, such as the work displayed at the 
Hauser & Wirth Gallery in Somerset. Here, Year 
9 took part in guided activities based around 
current exhibitions such as Zhang Enli’s ‘Four 
Seasons’, a collection of works connected to 
the natural landscape and an exhibition called 
‘Land Marks’ that explores our relationship with 
buildings, structures and landscapes. 

Robotic yarn 
Inspired by Ian Whybrow’s ‘Harry and 
the Robots’, Reception class got busy 
designing and constructing robots using a 
variety of junk modelling materials. The class 
came up with all manner 
of machines, including 
a dog robot, a rabbit 
robot, a haircutting 
robot, a monster truck 
robot and a robot  
that very 
usefully 
does 
whatever 
you tell  
it to!

ArT on ShoW

We know how wonderfully creative our Prep pupils can be and the National Gallery seemed 
to agree as they exhibited some of Year 7’s awesome artwork over the summer as part of 
their ‘Take One Picture’ event – a scheme that encourages primary schools from across the 
UK to take artistic inspiration from one of its paintings.

This year’s visual treat was Bartolomé Berjemo’s ‘Saint Michael triumphant over the devil’ a 
sumptuous depiction of the saint wielding his sword over a grotesque little devil. Our pupils 
used this painting as a focus for all kinds of arty activity during Arts Week and following a 
visit from National Gallery reps, Clayesmore Prep was chosen as one of the few schools to 
have work featured in the 20th ‘Take One Picture’ exhibition.

The highly creative work on display included intricate robes with hidden meanings, digital 
work and pattern work inspired by the silk route. Mr Dunlop, was extremely proud of the 
pupils’ achievements: “It is a great honour for the school to have been selected to play so 
prominent a part in the exhibition. I must congratulate the children on their achievement and 
Head of Art, Mrs Ritchie, on her leadership of this amazing project.”

The tagline for the exhibition was ‘Discover, Imagine, Explore’ and that’s exactly what the 
pupils did when faced with the inspirational masterpiece. The whole arty experience seems to 
have had a real impact on our creative crew: “I was really proud to see my work in the gallery. 
It has inspired me to do more”, said Lucy, and Abi commented: “It was amazing to see the 
display the National Gallery had put up about St. Michael. It was a day I won’t forget!” 

From the early creations of our pint-sized Picassos through to the more sophisticated work  
that was recently displayed in the National Gallery, art continues to light up life at Clayesmore...

Year 1 took their art ‘under the sea’ as part of a 
watery cross curricula topic. 

Inspired by sea related stories and poems such 
as ‘The Rainbow Fish’, creative beach and sea 

pieces were on the marine agenda,  
including 3D fish made from  
water bottles and clay dolphins.  

Under the sea
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ArT thr  ugh the ages

Our Minds i 
The annual Clayesmore Society Late 
Summer Party saw the unveiling of 
a delightful Bath stone (Box Ground) 
sculpture entitled ‘Mind’s i’, created 
and donated by sculptor, Luke  
Geary – an OC and current parent. 

the art of muSic

Arty pArTy 
At the end of term the light and airy de Sélincourt Room became the perfect gallery space to 
display all the wonderfully creative work by our talented GCSE and A level artists.

Crowd pleasing players
Prep music continued to be a crowd-pleasing delight  
and showed that our young music makers have tons of tuneful talent.

Audiences have been tucking into a collection of tasty tunes and treats for 10 years now at the annual ‘Picnic 
in the Park’– a jazzy evening of music performed by both our pupils and others from invited schools.

This year the super show of jazz and popular music included two impressive finale numbers, the ‘James 
Bond Theme’ and ‘Pink Panther Remix’. One parent commented that “the huge smiles on the faces of the 
children radiated throughout their performances and the enormous efforts put in by all the staff were suitably 
rewarded by the highest quality of music”.

This year’s Battle of the Bands was a truly toe tapping celebration of Year 8 musical talent featuring a 
harmonious mix of original songs and covers. The Social Centre was filled to the brim with a cheery audience 
who were entertained with heaps of terrific tunes. The memorable grand finale – ‘500 Miles’ – was a big hit 
and performed by four chaps wearing wonderfully whacky wigs.

Sounds of summer…
Our enthusiastic Senior musicians filled the last days of term with a whole host of 
sweet summer music. 

Taking place off campus at St Mary’s church in Sturminster Newton, the choir performed  
a mixed bag of music and were accompanied by Christopher Tambling on the organ. 
Back at school, our musicians also enjoyed a lunchtime recital by the Choir of Royal 
Holloway. It was a great opportunity to hear the incredible vocal ability of a high class 
university choir and chat with the choristers.

The last of our musical summer events was a great excuse to fill up on a picnic, sip a 
delicious tipple and listen to some magical music at ‘Hampers and Champers’ featuring  
the Clayesmore ensembles and the Coda Youth  
Chamber Orchestra on tour from Berlin. 

harriet’s garden

The Prep School Art department has been further enhanced by a beautiful garden 
established in the memory of Harriet Barber, former Prep Head of  
Art and Old Clayesmorian.
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Pre-Prep get busy
Cracking topic

Nursery pupils had some rural fun at a farm in  
Turnworth, where they saw fluorescent yellow fields and met cute woolly 
lambs; the perfect subjects for their ‘Growing’ topic.

They also hatched a plan to expand on their knowledge of ‘growing’ 
by observing the development of a different kind of fluffy creature. They 
incubated several eggs and were finally rewarded when tiny tweets 
heralded the arrival of some little yellow friends.

From old castles to sand castles
The youngest Clayesmorians had a jolly jaunt to Corfe Castle, and spent a 
little time beside the sea. 

After exploring the iconic ruins, the day-trippers headed off to Studland 
Bay, where they spent a happy hour paddling in the shallow waves, digging 
holes, building sandcastles, collecting shells and playing ball games.

BeSt of the reSt

STUDYING AT KNIGHT SCHOOL
Our noble Year One pupils had a swash buckling start to the new term with a fantastical introduction to 
the world of Knights and Castles.

In order to earn their knighthoods, the chivalrous set had to attend ‘Knight School’ where they 
completed a series of challenges. These exciting tests included hunting for the king’s mislaid chalice, 
designing crowns for the careless monarch, creating flags to adorn his castle, and a whole host of other 
classroom activities with a right royal theme. 

Senior Play ‘Shakespeare  
in Hollywood’  
Tuesday 1st-Friday 4th December

Open Morning     
Saturday 12th March 10am-12.30pm

Bushy Tails Playtime  
Every Wednesday during term-time 
10.30am-12pm

Get the message?
Pre-Prep pupils learnt about how we (and other animals!) 
communicate as part of Prep Science Week. Activities 
included cracking codes, discovering how animals 
communicate and getting chatty on tin can telephones.

Science week concluded with an African drumming 
workshop, presented by Shek from Senegal, who 
explained how villages communicated with each other 
using drum rhythms. He also told the little listeners 
animated tales about his culture and acted out lion hunting!

www.clayesmore.com

Prep School – 01747 813155     
Senior School – 01747 812122

Clayesmore School (HMC, IAPS, ISBA)  
is a registered company in England & Wales  
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Upcoming

Good cod! 
Our very own masterchef in residence, 
Andrew (Year 11), recently cooked his  
way to the top spot when he won  
Junior Class of the South West Chef  
of the Year competition.

Having made it through to the final,  
he then cooked his chef socks off,  
concocting a tasty baked cod dish  
and coping with a deluge of questions 
from a trio of renowned chefs and  
the Director of the Cookery School. 

Andrew was joint winner because, for the first time in the history of the 
competition, the judges could not choose between the two outstanding 
participants. Andrew said at the time, “I am still shocked at the outcome 
of Saturday and it has yet to sink in.” We think Andrew should now be 
fully aware of his clever culinary achievement as he received his well-
deserved prize at a Presentation Awards Dinner in October.

Space to stay and play
As Senior pupil, Zoe, works with the Chernobyl Children’s Life Line charity 
(CCLL), she helped arrange for ten children to visit Clayesmore for a special 
day out during their recuperative stay in the UK.

As well as compiling welcome packs for the children, Zoe has continued to 
raise money for the charity over the last few months. She was delighted to 
finally meet the children when they  
came to Clayesmore and, as they all  
have low immune systems, our acres  
of space and fresh country air made 
it the perfect destination.

EvEnTs

HOW DOES OUR CLAYESMORE GROw? 
The Development Fund continues to make a big 
difference to our pupils and we remain committed to 
providing a first class, inclusive education. Recent building 
work at Clayesmore has only been made possible by the 
generous support of so many members of our community.

The 2015 Telethon Campaign saw a group of recent 
leavers and current pupils chat to OCs and parents 
about Clayesmore memories and fundraising projects. 
This was a huge success that resulted in £53,000 in 
donations and pledges that will be spent on projects to 
benefit our pupils.

As well as all the recent building and refurbishment, 
funds raised for development have also provided extra 
cricket nets and supported our Scholarship and Bursary 
Fund, and further money is earmarked for Prep music 
technology and a new sports scoreboard.

In the Chapel, the OC Society 
has contributed towards the cost 
of replacement windows and the 

refurbishment of our stained glass memorial windows, 
and the Clayesmore Society’s lavish Summer Ball raised 
over £9,000, which has provided a projector and screen 
for assemblies, services and visiting speakers. 

The Friends of Clayesmore raised funds to enhance the 
school’s Social Centre and made provision for boarding 
houses to buy items to improve boarders’ social activities 
and thanks to the hard work of the Prep PA the Prep 
School sports teams will have brand new match kits. 

Thanks to everyone for your continued support!

Summer Ball 2015
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