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When Martin and Eleanor Cooke announced 
last year that they would be retiring at the end of 
the summer term, it quickly became clear there 
were a lot of people who wanted to give them 
a jolly good send off. Judging by recent antics, 
that is what they received.

Firstly, there was a wonderful dinner in the de 
Selincourt room, attended by Head Boys and 
Head Girls representing virtually every year from 
the Cookes’ tenure. 

Next, on Sunday 12 June, with the verdant 
splendour of Hambledon Hill as a backdrop, 
Clayesmore witnessed an astonishing turn out 
of alumni, staff, parents, former parents and 
friends at a tea party in the grounds, complete 
with cakes, ice creams and a chocolate fountain 
of almost gravity-defying stature. 

The Prep School Jazz Band played and our Barber Shop 
group delivered a well-received series of harmonious 
numbers before we had speeches and gifts.

As the heavens opened, everyone rushed to the sanctuary 
of the marquee and revelled in the wonderful sound of 
torrential rain thundering down on wet canvas. With about 
three-hundred miles’ worth of bunting dripping under a 
blackened sky, nothing could have been more fitting.

Later in the term, the couple was presented with an 
enormous, three-dimensional cake in the shape of the 
main house (and almost the same size!), which was 
shared between staff and pupils alike.

There was some inevitable poignancy amid the revelry 
but the Cookes clearly grasped how highly-regarded and 
much-loved they are by all of us in the Clayesmore family 
and, ultimately, that’s what we set out to achieve. 
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Farewell

SENIOR SPEECH DAY 
The last day of term was a celebration of all things  
Sixth Form as Clayesmore prepared to say farewell to  
its 2016 leavers.

There were exhibitions to be seen and a packed 
Valedictory Service in the Chapel, followed by a drinks 
reception and a summery buffet.

Later, everybody took their seats for the speeches and 
prize-giving ceremony. There were round-ups on subjects, 
academic and otherwise: sports; the arts; fundraising; 
group and individual achievements throughout the year 
and all sorts of extra-curricular shenanigans. Possibly 
the most exciting of these was the CCF’s nocturnal 
ambushing of North Korea!

All this, of course, was interspersed with the presentation  
of prizes to those from all year groups who’ve shone  
over the past 12 months. 

When Chair of Governors, John Andrews, spoke, he 
described Martin as “one of the most gifted Heads of 
his generation” and of him and Eleanor as “the dream 
team” to whom Clayesmore owes “a great debt of 
gratitude”. But he also looked to the future, declaring 
our new Head, Mrs Thomson, to be “the very safest 
of hands”.

Finally, it was Martin’s turn to address the school in 
his capacity as Headmaster, one last time. After much 
praise for the leavers and thanks to all for their work and 
talents at Clayesmore, he concluded with a brief but 
impassioned rallying cry of our overall ethos: inclusivity. 

Bemoaning the attitude of many independent schools 
towards pupils they consider “not good enough”, he 
said: “What on earth are schools for, if not to help those 
who need it most, as well as those who are more naturally 
capable?”

Valedictory Ball 
2016
The annual Sixth 
Form send-off went 
with a bang this 
year as the school 
year drew to a 
close in style. 

After a reception on 
the lawns, students, 
their parents and 
staff gathered in 
the dining hall 
(emblazoned with 

bunting and disco ball) for a fabulous meal 
with a Brazilian theme. Then it was upstairs 
to the bar and fairground rides. There was 
dancing and banter and bashing of knees 
on the dodgems, altogether proving a great 
night of celebration for our leavers. 

We at Clayesmore are so proud of them 
and wish them all the luck in the world. 
Come back and see us soon!

A Fitting

An unforgettable headship
This term we bade a very fond farewell to the Cookes as their 22-year tenure at Clayesmore came to a 
close. Martin Cooke (with his wife, Eleanor) took over the Headship in September 2000, following a stint as 
Head of the Prep, and the school hasn’t looked back since. 

Their legacy can be summed up in one word, “more”. More pupils (62% more!), more investment, more 
buildings and, most importantly, more success. In addition, Mr Cooke was elected to membership of 
the prestigious Headmasters’ and Headmistresses’ Conference in 2004 and the school’s most recent ISI 
Integrated Inspection found Clayesmore to be “excellent” in all areas. 

As the school forges ahead into a new era, Chairman of Governors, John Andrews, summed up their time at 
the helm perfectly, when he described them as “the father and mother of millennium-era Clayesmore”. 

Pierre Barton-Pink



More Music at Clayesmore Prep
To celebrate its Golden Jubilee year, the Boarding 
Schools’ Association has organised a range of 
events, including the Big Boarding Sing: an 
opportunity for pupils from member schools to come 
together to rehearse and perform under the direction 
of Dominic Peckham, who works with many choirs, 
including the National Youth Choir of Great Britain.

This specially-formed choir, featuring Flora, Hazel & 
Abi from Clayesmore Prep, rehearsed in the beautiful, 
wood-panelled hall of the Greycoat Hospital School 
in Westminster. Later, they gave a performance at the 

nearby Victoria Embankment Gardens. 

The day was a truly amazing 
and unforgettable 

experience for the children.

On a sunny day 
in late June, the 
music courtyard was 
transformed into a 

concert venue with 
members of Year 8 taking 

to the stage in style. 

This was Battle of the 
Bands 2016. 

The dynamic pair of 
compères (none other than 
Jacob and Robert) got the show 
underway, introducing four original 
pieces, written and devised by Year 8 pupils. There 
were some amazing cover versions, too.

Well done, Year 8: what a tribute to your final days in 
the Prep School. 

Our Summer Musical Extravaganza was back 
and bigger than ever! By way of opening, the divine 
voices of the choristers resonated through the chapel 
with Charles Parry’s beautiful I was Glad. 

At an event showing off the talents of our Junior 
Choir, Senior Orchestra, Glee Club, Violin Club, the 
Senior Brass Group and String Ensemble, amongst 
others, we were taken on a musical tour that 
spanned everything from Holst to Hawaii 5-0 and 
Matilda to Les Misérables and what an enchanting 
evening it was! 

In what ended up being a bit of a novelty for June 2016, 
the weather was very kind to us on the evening of our 
annual “Café Concert” and a splendid time was had by all.

The Clayesmore Music Department, under the direction 
of Lesley Thompson, presented a selection of songs from 
Gilbert & Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance: a delight for Mr 
Cooke, who has long harboured a desire to stage the 
piece. Indeed, so pleased was he that he made a superb 
“surprise star appearance” in the form of the Sergeant of 
Police, making an impressive entrance into the marquee 
on his bicycle, swathed in uniform and sporting an 
enormous, black moustache.

Café The cast performed splendidly, even if the Headmaster 
required the assistance of Mrs Thompson with his lines 
a couple of times, clearly having allowed stardom to go 
to his head (much giggling ensued)!

Previously, and during the interval, some of our 
talented Upper Sixth leavers and even some former 
pupils got a chance to shine, singing a variety of songs 
from the likes of Les Misérables and Wicked.

The Friends of Clayesmore laid on a marvellous supper 
of koftas, falafels and salads and enormous praise 
must be paid to all who took part, but especially to 
Lesley, who put the whole evening together with great 
panache, and Richard Walker, for giving so much of 
his time to perfecting the sound.

MUSIC: Picnics, fes tivals         boogie woogie

Festival in the Field
A vital and integral part of the curriculum at 

Clayesmore, the creative arts offer enrichment at 
every level. Never was this truer than at The 

Blackmore Vale Festival in the Field, 
part of the BBC Ten Pieces project. The 
project’s aim is to bring music to the 
very heart of schools and it was brought 
very much to our heart when we hosted 
the event in June.

Over 230 musicians played 
four orchestral arrangements, 

taken from the Ten Pieces repertoire 
list: Mars, Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony, Habanera from Carmen and 
Mambo. Work on these pieces involved children from a number of 
local primary and secondary schools with Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra musicians assisting during rehearsals, bringing a wealth 
of experience and a guiding hand. 

The day itself saw such a stream of visitors that, by the time 
the festival began, it was standing room only. Conductor, 
Jon James, led the young people, their music teachers, 
members of the local community and his colleagues from 
the BSO in an exquisite concert, with professional drumline, 
Box 9, offering invigorating touches. 

Adding another dimension, over 150 children offered interpretive 
responses to the chosen pieces through art, dance and poetry. 

An afternoon of such magnitude and scope would not have been 
possible without the generous donations of its sponsors and 
the tenacious, unwavering focus of organiser, and Clayesmore 
peripatetic music teacher, Sian Highnam.

Hampers & Champers
A dismal forecast of downpours and general meteorological misery 
turned out to be highly accurate for the evening of this year’s Hampers & 
Champers event at school.

Fortunately, we had a cunning wet weather plan in place and the 
marquee on the north lawn was commandeered by picnic basket-
wielding parents and staff for an evening of music and M&S fodder.

Director of Music, Ralph Kerr, led proceedings with help from bandsman 
and brass teacher, Tony Waller and a great number of willing pupils. 

We had jazzy numbers, show tunes, 
bagpipes, the lot, and it was great fun.

A merry atmosphere prevailed, 
encouraged by sated stomachs and 
the splendid musical repertoire of the 
staff and students.

Here’s to next year’s (but some 
sunshine on the lawns would be 
nice)… !

More news from around the school

AARDVARK 2016: 
collages, cookery and crippling ourselves on bikes

Last term we welcomed the return of Aardvark University 
providing our Lower 6th students the opportunity to boost 
their learning in new ways. With an abundance of activities 
to excite, enthuse and take them out of their comfort zone, 
there was something for everyone to broaden their horizons 
and encourage new interests. Some highlights were:

Aardvark Masterchef 
Eight of our Year 12 students were given access to all the 
ingredients in the Cookery School and then had just 10 minutes to 
research recipes. They then had to cook two dishes: a main and either 
a starter or pudding. What they produced in just over two hours was 
amazing. We have some very talented chefs at Clayesmore!

The winning dishes were smoked salmon on homemade blinis, followed by a curry 
main cooked by Alicia. Then came Verity’s chicken plait and chocolate puddings. 
Both won an apron each and Henry, who came third, received some chocolates.

Come Dine With Us
This proved another great success. All the boarding houses hosted a themed 
evening for the others to attend. They had to provide two courses and 
entertainment for their guests, who then gave their scores. This year’s winners were 
Wolverton, who walked away with a lovely hamper of goodies. 
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No sooner was 

everyone celebrating 

the end of a busy term 

than Senior School 

Director of Music, 

Ralph Kerr, was herding 

a group of pupils to 

Berlin on a choir tour. 

Watch this space for 

how it all went!

Clayesmore 
Society Choral Day
A Saturday in May saw students, staff and 
Old Clayesmorians coming together to form a 
spectacular choir for our annual Choral Day.

Under the masterful leadership of Director of 
Music, Mr Kerr, ably assisted by Mr Musson, 
they spent a day of rehearsals in the Chapel, 
perfecting their voices for the evening’s 
performance.

Not that it was all hard work. A delicious 
lunch and tea were served and many of the 
participants took the opportunity for a wander 
in the grounds on what was an absolutely 
beautiful Spring day.

The concert itself was excellent, with the 
programme a celebration of The Queen’s 90th 
birthday. The standard achieved by the choir 
really was breathtaking, especially given the fact 
the whole thing was put together in just one day.

Particular highlights were Handel’s Zadok the 
Priest and Parry’s I was glad but special mention 
must also go to the extraordinarily gifted chap on 
the organ, Mr Cooke, who treated us to a solo 
half way through proceedings!

Also worthy of special mention are OC, 
Richard Ratcliff, who was Head Chorister 
at Clayesmore in the 1950s and gave us a 
wonderful rendition of Where’er you walk by 
Handel; and another OC, David Fangen, to 
whom we are extremely grateful for generously 
sponsoring a hundred choir music folders, 
so not only does our choir sound fantastic, it 
looks the part, as well.

After all that, it was time for a superb dinner in 
the de Selincourt Room.

A truly special occasion! Huge thanks and 
congratulations to all involved.

Picnics, fes tivals         boogie woogie

The Prep School’s annual celebration of all things 
musical was a terrific success with pupils, staff and 
parents savouring a variety of performances and genres.

In May, we marked the 11th anniversary of 
our Picnic in the Park Jazz Festival 

with approximately 100 performers 
from six schools (Sherborne 

Prep, Yarrells, Chafyn Grove, 
Sandroyd and Salisbury 
Cathedral School as well 
as Clayesmore Prep) and 
an audience of around 200 
enjoying a marvellous evening 

of jazz and popular music.

On 10 May, a Chapelful (sic) of expectant listeners 
settled down to hear our Headmaster’s final recital on 
the school organ before his retirement.

It was a wonderful concert, begun by Martin regaling the 
audience with a little of his musical history: starting off as a 
chorister at St Paul’s, then winning an organ scholarship… 
There were also empty promises of  “playing quietly” but 
then we all knew that was never going to happen.

The first piece was The Royal Standard, by Malcolm 
Archer, written for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Next 
came Voluntary No 13 in G major by Maurice Greene, 
another St Paul’s organist, if a little before Mr Cooke’s  
                                   time, admittedly (1718-1755). 

The concert continued apace with music by Percy 
Fletcher (b 1879), a prolific and varied composer who, 
according to Martin, wrote “cracking organ music”. His 
Festival Toccata saw the volume in the Chapel soar 
and the Headmaster’s feet virtually aflame with the 
speed of movement.

Next came two pieces by Charles Avison, a lot 
smoother and calmer, proving Our Leader can play 
more gently when he absolutely has to. 

The following Adagio Cantabile came with a deeply 
personal flavour. Former (and much-loved) Director 
of Music at Downside, the late Christopher Tambling, 
wrote the piece and dedicated it to Martin himself, who 
admitted he had never played it before and it was “an 
absolute beast”! 

Next came a very loud Purcell and some 
Bach, with the programme ending with 
The Crown Imperial, by William Walton: 
full of both solemnity and joy. 

Martin then, with characteristic modesty 
and good humour, received an enthusiastic 
standing ovation before Deputy Head, 
James Carpenter, paid tribute on 
everyone’s behalf and saying how we,  
as a school, owe a huge debt to him  
for all the music he has brought us.

“You will continue to inspire generations 
to come here at Clayesmore,”  
he said.

Packed house for Martin Cooke’s organ swansong

Music in the month of 
People ate their picnics from tables in the sports centre, which had been 
decorated by the Prep School art department with plants, banners and 
beautiful, floral decorations. It was described by parents as “an absolutely 
fabulous evening.” 

Then we had our Senior Musicians’ Recital, in which pupils from Years 6 – 8 
put on an outstanding performance in the de Selincourt Room.

Nathaniel, Hazel, Daniel, Florence, Anna, Lily, Edward and Magnus all gave 
polished performances of difficult music in variety of styles. It was also lovely to 
hear our chamber trio perform again, directed by Mrs Coplan.

Our thanks go to all of them, for all they have contributed to the musical life 
of Clayesmore Prep over the past year, and to their teachers and parents, for 
supporting them in what was a superb evening of music-making.

And then came our Boogie Woogie 
Night, which saw the Social filled with 

the sounds of jazz, blues and boogie 
woogie in our annual tribute to this 
wonderful genre of music. 

Our children were masterfully aided 
by internationally-acclaimed boogie 
woogie pianist, Julian Phillips, and 

singer, Izi Onslow. Here’s to next year!

Mountain Biking
Nearly 40 students tackled the various 
technical areas around Clayesmore School, 
whilst some also made the five mile round 
trip to Ashmore. Along the trails there were 
some noteworthy dismounts, firstly Harry 
taking a tumble on one of the downhill 
sections, then Ben became the only person 
in the history of the activity to end up in the 
drainage ditch behind the lake. Fortunately, 
neither of them was harmed in the process!

Hospitable Outings
Our Year 12 Hospitality group visited The Pig on the 
Beach at Studland, where they ate beautiful, fresh dishes 
using ingredients from the kitchen garden. They even 
met some Tamworth pigs!

They also went to Gold Hill Organics, in Child Okeford, 
to learn about customer service, food provenance and 
how a local business has to find many ways to increase 
income, including producing vegetable boxes and 
running a café (which fitted in well with some Business 
Studies theory work). This all topped up the excellent 
work they did last term, culminating in their successful 
catering for the MUN day in June. See page 7.

Aartistic Aardvarks
As part of their Aardvark University 
activities, students from the Lower 6th 
took part in a collage-based workshop 
called “The Fragmented Image”. 

Working with pictures from magazines and other sources, mingled with 
their own, the pupils’ individual projects had titles ranging from “Cocoon”, 
with images of containment and breaking free of it; “Piled High”, focusing 
on the different lines of buildings; and “Points of View”, featuring 
landscapes and the artist within them.

“It’s very much about freeing up their thoughts and allowing them to 
completely let go,” explained Head of Art, Kirsty Mareau-Jones. 3
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Robin and the Sherwood Hoodies
Just before the end of the Spring Term, the Prep School put on its Junior 
Years’ production and what a riot of wit and song it was.

Adopting a somewhat novel approach 
to the traditional tale of Robin Hood 
and his Merry Men, the play saw 
an ensemble cast of the older Prep 
children having a great time, hamming 
it up for the highly appreciative 
audiences who attended over its two-
day run in the theatre.

The standard of acting, singing and 
dancing was exemplary. Under the 
watchful eyes of the direction team 
and accompanied by the splendid 

musical backup of Mr Smith and his band, plus the technical gurus behind 
the scenes, it all made for a hilarious romp of magnificent proportions.

All this despite the Prep having been overrun by the lurgy in the previous 
weeks. Espousing the old theatrical adage of “the show must go on,” go on it 

did and in great style. What stars, all!

A Play in Three Days
This year’s crop of Year 9s threw themselves into their summer theatre projects with particular 
gusto, embracing the theme of taking Greek myths and adapting them into 10 minute plays.

Split into six groups, the children were given an nominal budget of £50, out of which they had to 
create, write and design their play, and then come up with an advertising campaign and exhibition 
space to publicise their work.

There were six categories of performance discipline handed out, one for each group: puppetry, 
masks, musical theatre, physical theatre, documentary and film and each group was aided by 
two sixth formers and a staff mentor.

The tales included Perseus and Medusa and Icarus and Daedalus but judges, Helen Christmas 
and Eleanor Cummings, who were tasked with deciding the winners, chose Theseus and 
the Minotaur (physical theatre) as victors. The cast and crew were the happy recipients of an 
enormous picnic: four boxes filled with goodies, which they heaved over to the marquee on the 
north lawn where they joined in the annual Clayesmore Hampers & Champers evening.

DRAMA:
performance and interpretation

The Road to Rio: Pre-Prep  
and Nursery Carnival
There was an Olympian theme to this year’s carnival which saw 
Clayesmore’s youngest throwing themselves around a large marquee to 
music and having enormous fun in the process.

They danced, sang songs, played instruments, bounced around 
dressed as little frogs (and other creatures)… There was even some 
rapping and a bit of  
weight-lifting involved.

All hugely entertaining  
and, as if it needed 
saying, very, very  
cute. Well done,  
little ones!

Cuba is a play by Liz Lochhead, and Years 9 & 10 performed it over three nights in 
June as their Summer Play.

Set in 1962, it is the time of the Cuban Missile Crisis and, while the stakes might 
not have been as deadly, this theme of widespread social anxiety was given extra 
resonance because the play was performed during the EU referendum, when our 
young actors were experiencing a similar uncertainty to that felt by their characters. 

The production’s well-deserved success was due to a large company of actors, 
designers and technicians (almost 50 in total) all working together with impressive 
professionalism to create performances that were funny, poignant and honest. It was 
a super end to a highly dramatic year!

Prep Careers Morning 
This year for the first time, we held a careers 
morning for our Year 8s, specifically aimed at 
encouraging them to start thinking about their 
futures. We weren’t expecting them to know 
exactly what they wanted to do but we hoped 
to open their eyes to the many possibilities 
there are. 

We discussed the various routes available: apprenticeships, getting a job, 
going to university, travelling, internships, volunteering… They then did a quiz 
about personality traits and associated types of work to consider. There were 
lots of articles and videos to look at and the pupils really enjoyed themselves.

Then, we held a mini careers fair, carried out speed-dating style! Twenty 
parents, friends and relations had volunteered to come in and talk to the 
children and each pair of pupils had 10 minutes with each volunteer. They 
used this time to ask questions about that person’s line of work, how they 
had got in to it, the good and bad parts, etc. We had representatives from 
many areas, including the legal world, health, statistics, horticulture, IT, the 
army and agriculture.

These were very successful sessions, enjoyed by all who took part, and we 
shall certainly be repeating them next year!

Everybody’s Business
Last term saw the long-awaited launch of 
our new Clayesmore Business Diploma, 
presented to Y11 by Miss Jacks, our Head 
of Careers, and one of our governors, Major 
General John Stokoe CB, CBE.

He works for Dassault Systemes and spoke about his 
company’s role in 3D design and “intelligent engineering”.

He addressed the students engagingly and in earnest, 
providing an inspiring introduction to the Diploma, which 
will see our Sixth Formers exposed to learning inspired 
and highly-applicable skills not seen in other courses: 
everything from writing successful UCAS applications, 
interviewing, communication & “soft” skills and overall 
employability skills, amongst other things, and an extended 
period of real work experience (“not just making the tea”).

As General Stokoe told them: “Whether you realise it or 
not, you are the future of British industry.”

Prep School  
PA Summer Fayre
We had a wonderful couple of hours in and around the 
marquee on the north lawn, as the Prep PA hosted its 
annual afternoon of fun and activities for the children 
(and some parents).

With lots of stalls, competitions, cakes, challenges 
and inflatables, there was plenty to keep everybody 
busy and the children, 
charging around the 
place, had a great 
time on the bouncy 
castle and wrestling 
in hilarious “sumo 
suits”. 

It even stopped 
raining!

CUBA
Head of Drama, Mark Fraser, writes:

More news from around the school
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PREP ARTS WEEK: A Roman Triumph 
With its tumultuous movement – the processional progress of man and beast –
Rubens’ A Roman Triumph was the perfect platform from which to bring into being a 
creative arts project and the Prep School’s response to this year’s Take One Picture 
initiative from The National Gallery was ambitious in scope and grand in scale.

Pupils took the central themes of footfall and procession, looking at how these span 
human history, from the splendour of Ancient Rome to the vibrant streets of Rio de 
Janeiro, from the majesty of elephants to the diaspora of Syrian refugees leaving their 
homeland… 

Turning to the painting itself, the boys and girls learned about the different people in 
the parade: the impressive pontifex, the soothsayer, the pipe players, the dancing 
maidens, the executioner, the handler… 

Through physical theatre, soundscape, still image, mime and movement, pupils 
thought not only about their physicality, but also explored the emotional landscapes  
of the characters involved. 

Then the animals were studied in detail and some amazing moving images took 
to the stage. Thoughts and responses turned to the sacrificial animals depicted by 
Rubens: the pure white bull, the rams and heifer. 

The ultimate aim was to bring together all the children had learned from the painting 
in a performance at the end of Arts Week, combining dance, music, art and drama 
and the boys and girls did not disappoint! Not even the great British weather could 
dampen their enthusiasm. Originally intended to have as its backdrop Stourhead’s 
beautiful Temple of Apollo, the rained-off performance re-located to the de Selincourt 
Room. With music, singing, dancing and inspirational drama, complete with a 
scattering of props and costumes, the audience was transfixed and the mix of 
emotions and responses was truly eclectic: triumphal, poignant, celebratory.

Taking as its original 
stimulus just one 
picture, the prep 
school’s Art Week 
performance was a 
triumph in its own right! 

The painting was a 
catalyst for a huge 
amount of work. See 
page 6 for more… 

performance and interpretation

Oliver!
This year’s senior Prep production took us back some hundred and fifty years or so to a certain workhouse 
where a certain boy had the audacity to ask: “Please sir, may I have some more?” 

Jack was sublime in the leading role, bringing a tear to the eye with the beautifully sung Where is Love? 
Perfect as the domineering Widow Corney and pompous Mr Bumble, Lucy and Magnus sparred skilfully 
while cheeky and chirpy, Ben was a dapper Artful Dodger. Christian and Ella teamed up entertainingly as 
the avaricious undertaker and his wife, accompanied by Cameron as Noah and a truly obstreperous Eliza 
as their daughter Charlotte. Alfred proved a suitably menacing Bill Sykes.

Nancy is a testing role for any teenager but Louise was undaunted, with her authentic cockney accent 
and passionate performance. Jacob as Fagin filled the stage with his energy, especially with the show-
stopping Reviewing the Situation. Ben carried off the role of a Victorian gentleman to a T and Daniel was a 

humorous Doctor Grimwig.

A wealth of toe-tapping musical numbers, led by 
Mr Smith, had the audiences enthralled; designed 
and built by Richard Chinnock, the set was simply 

magnificent and the super-reliable Katherine was a great 
asset in the lighting box.

Conviction, passion and 
strong acting performances 

from the principals and chorus 
lay at the heart of Oliver! and made 

for a spectacular end to the Spring 
Term. All touchingly dedicated to 

Martin and Eleanor Cooke. 

A Stage Further in Theatrical Ambitions
News recently in… Our Year 10 girl, Phoebe, has 
been chosen to join the National Youth Theatre after 
beating thousands of other applicants to one of its 
hugely sought-after places.

After a day of strenuous auditioning, Phoebe has 
earned herself a prestigious “company membership”, 
entitling her to take part in a summer course with top 
directors and audition for NYT and external shows, 
amongst other privileges and opportunities.

Clayesmore’s Head of Drama, Mr Fraser, was 
full of praise for Phoebe when asked about her 
achievement: “She’s good; she’s really good. 
Hardworking, thoughtful: everything you want an 
actor to be. It’s very exciting.”

Theatre re-vamp: 
a huge “thank you” 
to our Friends!
The backstage is always the forgotten 
zone of any theatre. Unseen by the 
public, it tends to be functional at best 
and downright shabby at worst. But 
thanks to the generosity of the Friends of 
Clayesmore, that is no longer the case at 
the Peter Burke Theatre. 

The refurbishment of the dressing rooms, the creation of a swanky make-up room and 
a timeline of photos (one from every show produced in the theatre since it was opened) 
have all contributed to making it a lovely place to work and to prepare for a performance. 

The project was designed and overseen by the Theatre Committee,  
meaning the pupils really feel it is theirs and is  
a space to be proud of. 

FROM HERE TO CHERNOBYL: 

Zoe’s remarkable story
Our Year 9 pupil, Zoe, continues her unwavering support of The 
Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline charity (CCLL) which, every year, offers 
a group of children a restorative, month-long stay in the UK.

This year, she led an assembly at the Prep School, sharing their 
plight and asking for donations. Pupils and parents were only too 
happy to help. She also contacted businesses to elicit their support. 
WHSmith offered a £50 voucher for each child, and one for Zoe, 
which she wanted to donate, but WHSmith insisted she keep! The 
Range, too, offered a donation, and another company bequeathed 
approximately £1,500 of toys.

Recently, Zoe attended the party celebrating the children’s arrival in 
the UK, where she presented the children with their vouchers plus a 
goody bag. And, over the summer, she has been invited to go sailing 
with them and attend their farewell party. 

In recognition of all her achievements, she has been made an honorary 
member of CCLL’s committee at just 14 years old. What an accolade! 

OC Troops the Colour
June saw Old Clayesmorian, James 
Potter, take centre stage at Horse Guards 
Parade for the Queen’s 90th Birthday 
Trooping the Colour. He was picked 
out from his regiment, the Coldstream 
Guards, to carry the Ensign throughout 
the ceremony in front of a global 
audience of millions.

Second Lieutenant Potter, previously 
of Devine House, who passed out of 
Sandhurst last August, carried the 
Colour, which is embroidered with 44 
battle honours marking the likes of 
Waterloo and Dunkirk, doing a splendid 
job in front of the Queen and the Royal 
Family; not to mention his own!

They were justifiably proud, as were we.

Chalke Valley History Festival: 
Morpurgo and Clayesmore join forces

Clayesmore had the great honour of 
sponsoring the opening evening lecture  
of the 2016 Chalke Valley History  
Festival, given by guest speaker,  
Michael Morpurgo.

After having the privilege of spending half  
an hour chatting with him in the Green 

Room, two of our Y12 history students took to the stage and 
introduced him to the capacity audience of 700 people. 

Mr Morpurgo talked primarily about his latest book, “An Eagle in 
the Snow”, which tells the story of how a British private officer 
spared the life of a German soldier in WW1 then, twenty years 
later, discovers the man he saved was Adolf Hitler. 

Mr Morpurgo read from the book and explained the background 
to two of his other best-selling tales: “Private Peaceful” and  
“A Medal for Leroy”. 

The talk was mesmerising, not only in its content but the way in 
which Mr Morpurgo was able to transport the audience into the 
world and imagination of the storyteller. He also transfixed his 
listeners with his explanation of how he uses stories to convey the 
experiences of the generations that came before us and also to 
teach the complexity of history in an exciting and memorable way. 
It really was an absolute joy to be there. 5



                                         Prep Arts Week: 

Take One Picture 2016

Prep School Prizegiving,  
Art and Sports
The sports hall was filled to bursting for the Prep’s 
annual speech day and prize-giving ceremony. After 
an introduction by Chair of the Governors, John 
Andrews, Head of Prep, Will Dunlop, spoke warmly 
to the gathered children, their parents and staff with 
a round-up of the year’s events and achievements. 
Using an analogy between the school and 
blossoming plant life, he said with justifiable pride:

“The growing conditions have been good.  The plants 
have become established and, with nurture and a bit 
of weeding and pruning, they have grown up together 
into this fantastic garden… The thing that excites 
me most is that some of the plants have produced 
seeds… from which new plants will grow, both here at 
Clayesmore and further afield.”

Here, he said a fond farewell to leavers, pupils and 
staff, before numerous awards were handed out.

Afterwards, there was a leavers’ lunch in the marquee, 
an art exhibition over at the Prep School and, despite 
a very patchy sky, a super afternoon of sports, won 
this year by  
Seddons House. 

Hurrah!

ART:
Everyone from the Nursery upwards took part in Arts Week and the 
focal point for the children’s projects was Rubens’ masterpiece, “A 
Roman Triumph”, the painting central to this year’s “Take One Picture” 
competition run by The National Gallery. It proved a great catalyst for an 
amazing variety of work.

At the Pre-Prep, the children completed assignments focused on 
different aspects of the painting: fruit, elephants and metallic objects. 

Then, there was an outing to the Larmer Tree Gardens. Inspired by 
the painting, the children (and staff!) dressed up in togas, headdresses 
and jewels they had made. They met the resident peacocks and then 
explored the classical temple with its Romanesque architecture and 
mosaic floor. Then it was time for a good look around the gardens, filled 
with stunning plants, picturesque ponds, hidden fairy doors and classical 
statues.

Afterwards, there was a picnic lunch on the lawn and then some 
games in the afternoon. A great day and it didn’t rain!!!

Meanwhile, Years 3 – 8 prepared some large-scale beasts under the 
tutelage of artist, Darrell Wakelam. Made of nothing but card and 
masking tape, they were a wonder to behold and played a major role 
in the pageant, held at the end of the week (see page 5).

Senior Art &  
Photography Exhibition
Our annual exhibition of the best of our students’ art proved as popular as ever 
this year as the de Selincourt Room was decorated with some remarkable pieces 
of work of all disciplines.

Highlights included some 
astonishing drawings of our 
ground staff by Ella Pickford, 
who went on to win the 
U6th prize on Speech Day; 
and two paintings by Olivia 
Mason Williams, who won the 
Scadding Art Prize.

Also present was artist, Luke 
Martineau, who had been commissioned by the 
Governors to paint Martin Cooke’s portrait for 
the Drawing Room.

Wife of the Chair of Governors, Anne Andrews, 
uncovered the picture, revealing a superb 
likeness which was universally admired: Martin, 
in his academic robes, looking at a musical 
score and sporting a rather loud tie. Perfect!

UNIVERSITY PLACEMENT AWARD: 
Dominic won!
Not long ago, we publicised the fact that a former student on a work placement at 
Clayesmore had been nominated for an award by his university, Loughborough.

Dominic Hensman, studying for a BA in Industrial Design and 
Technology, spent a year with us and really left his mark on the 
school. He went well beyond expectations, volunteering for 
pastoral duties and establishing extra-curricular activities, in 
addition to all his hard work in the DT department.

Well, Dominic and Clayesmore, represented by 
Head of DT, Keith Richards, won first prize for the 
best Public Sector Placement for 2016 at the 
awards ceremony recently, receiving their gongs 
from Vice Chancellor and President, Professor 
Bob Allison. They beat off competition from 
none other than Rolls Royce, Aston Martin, 
McLaren and Unilever to name a few. 

Only Fools… 
Clayesmore’s place in the British 
Comedy Hall of Fame was re-visited 
last term when the BBC turned up 
to film a retrospective, shown on the 
“South Today” news programme, of 
Only Fools and Horses’ much-loved 
“chandelier scene”, which was filmed 
in the Main House.

The original episode was shown in 
December 1982 to an audience of 
over 10 million and is one of the most 
popular ever but, whilst Clayesmore 
is very proud of its involvement, 
Transport Manager, Hazel Horley, 
remains unconvinced about adding 
the Trotters’ infamous, yellow Reliant 
to our fleet!

Mange tout, Rodney, mange tout.

Nursery Life: 
The Secret Garden
The children were very busy in their lovely 
garden last term. They grew pea, spinach 
and cress seeds and measured their growth, 
mapping it out on a graph. The cress grew 
quickly, with the peas and spinach taking a 
much longer time to sprout, and they enjoyed 
making and eating sandwiches using the 
cress to add to cheese or Marmite!

More news from around the school

Portraits         Puppetry
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Forest School
Art featured in the Pre-Prep’s Forest 
School activities last term, too. 

They made bark collages and stick 
picture frames big enough for a whole 
person! Even natural clay pots. And 
Anthony showed them how charcoal is 
made, which they then used to draw 
their own pictures: some superb owls 
and trees were the result.

Model United Nations
A surprise result in the Brexit 
referendum the previous night gave 
this year’s annual MUN conference 
an added frisson as pupils gathered 
to debate the hot issues of the day, 
following the protocols of the UN 
General Assembly. 

Over 100 students from all years 
took part and we were fortunate to 
welcome guest speaker and parent, 

Iain Lower (currently Deputy Assistant 
Chief of Staff for Africa and the Americas at the Permanent Joint HQ 
UK), and the day finished with a formal debate and resolution session 
in the UN Room in the Business School. 

It was great event, designed both to strengthen debating skills  
and, one of the key parts of the school’s aims: “to enable  
pupils to learn about the culture of Dorset, England and  
Great Britain, about wider European culture  
and about the wider world.”

Enter the cobwebbed environs of the Creaky Cricket 
Pavilion. Climb up to the teetering tip of the Twisted 
Turret. Push aside the ancient garments hanging in 
the Old Prop Store. Dare to wander along the Wailing 
Willow Tunnel. Oh, and listen out for the patter of 
mannequin footsteps. Allow them to be released from 
their lair, and you might just spell out DOOM for the 
whole of humankind… forever. 

Now in her second year as Clayesmore Prep’s 
indomitable Patron of Reading, Ali Sparkes, returned 
to us with a bang, working with children from Years 3, 
4 and 5 on a brand new project. 

Set in our stunning grounds with an awe-inspiring 
cast of characters, including the tenacious 
redhead, Anoori, the inquisitive Sam and a bunch 
of evil mannequins and you have all the ingredients 
necessary for an extraordinary adventure. 

And this wouldn’t just be any old adventure story; it 
would be one where the reader fashioned his or her 
own journey: a true quest. Using the children’s ideas, 
Ali composed the prologue and the children penned 
the chapters, which would form the body of the 
quest itself, along with three possible endings. 

Several months’ work led the intrepid youngsters to 
a balmy afternoon in June, when it was time for the 
quest to begin… for real.

Small groups traversed our stunning campus, 
looking ethereal in the late afternoon sunlight. At 
each of the story’s locations, a Year 10 reader was 
on hand to narrate the next chapter of the quest, 

then the children had to decide which angle to pursue 
as they lived the twists and turns of each possible plot 
as they unravelled. 

Finally, it was back to base for a well-earned tea, 
where Ali presented the children with a printed version 
of their story and a marvellous Clayesmore Quest map.

One of our principal goals here at the Prep is to inspire 
our pupils with a deep love of reading and to help 
them find stories within themselves. Ambitious and 
infinitely challenging, The Clayesmore Quest exceeded 
all of our hopes, inspiring our young people to keep on 
turning those pages and unlocking the gates of their 
imagination. And they loved it!

YOUNG 
ENTERPRISE: 
it’s not just for  
Sixth Formers
For three days in May, Year 9 took part in a Young 
Enterprise initiative and got stuck in to the world of 
business, marketing and manufacturing under the 
eyes of industry experts and our Head of Careers, 
Miss Jacks.

The children were given the challenge of creating a 
new soap and had to fulfil the requirements of the 
project: from target markets, packaging and pricing 
to the structuring of their company, budgets and 
financial forecasts. And they actually had to make 
the soap!

They then had to present to the judges. The 
products were varied and imaginative and the 
promotional ideas, inspired. Huge praise to all of 
them for their hard work and thanks to our visitors 
who gave up their time and expertise over the 
course of the project.

Here’s a picture of 
Steve Shucks of 
Young Enterprise, 
with Rupert, one 
of the project’s 
winners, who 
the judges 
voted the 
“Person Most 
Likely to Win The 
Apprentice”.

Prep School 
Summer Art 
Exhibition
As part of the Prep School’s Speech 
Day, there was an exhibition of 
children’s work in the studio and it was, 
indeed, a wonderful and varied display 
of their manifold gifts.

There were many pieces devoted to 
the “Take One Picture” competition, 
which drew a lot of attention from 
visitors, but also work from regular 
classes, which really showed off the 
pupils’ skills. 

Year 8s had done a 
wonderful selection of 
Japanese drawings, 
plus produced an 
inventive display 
of up-cycled items 
as part of Power 
Down Day, and there 
were Roman masks 
and papier maché 
elephants by the 
younger years.

All in all, there was a lot of talent on show.  
Art has always been a strong point  
at CPS and looks to be  
getting only stronger.

Portraits         Puppetry

Pre-Prep Puppetry
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 were visited by 
a professional puppeteer from “PuppetCraft”. 
They produced stunning puppets on sticks 
from a few bottles, bamboo sticks and an 
awful lot of masking tape, tissue and glue! 

Some amazing characters emerged and all our 
children loved it! 

Quest!Ali Sparkes a
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The Prep School held its 
annual Athletics Meet under 
glorious sunshine and clear, 

blue skies, seeing hundreds of 
children from schools all over the 

region coming to Iwerne Minster 
for an afternoon of running, 
jumping and throwing, 
followed by tea and cakes.

Mr Manley, Head of Boys’ Games, said “It was a 
fantastic day of athletics, with both competitors 
and helpers showing the values of comradeship, 
respect and excellence that underpin the sport.”

Similarly, 164 children from local primary schools 
took part in our Prep’s annual Cricket and 
Rounders Day in mid-June. 

The event was very much based on fun, 
with children from different schools being 
put into mixed teams so they could mingle 
and play together.

They all had a good learning experience 
but, more importantly, a rewarding day 
filled with teamwork and collaboration. 
And the sun even came out!

www.clayesmore.com

Prep School – 01747 813155     
Senior School – 01747 812122

Clayesmore School (HMC, IAPS, ISBA)  
is a registered company in England & Wales  

registered at Iwerne Minster, Blandford, Dorset, DT11 8LL.  
(Registered Company No: 359779 –  

Charity Registration No: 306214 – VAT no: 186864226)

SPORTS:
Howzat for a cricketing summer?

Pre-Prep Sports Day
This took on a very different format this year with seven different stations placed 
around the field. All the children were competing for their house and although the 
winners in each event in their respective year groups were recognised, the points 
all went towards their house score. An exceptionally enjoyable afternoon, with the 
weather being unusually kind to us. And the winners were… Edward Stuarts!

Our Nursery children had a super little sports day of their own 
in the morning, complete with egg and spoon races, obstacle 
courses and a mothers’ and fathers’ race, whereupon a 
selection of very game parents relived their youths on the 

track. Then it was ice-lollies all round for parched throats 
(and exhausted adults)!

Congratulations to the cricketers of the Clayesmore School 1st XI who have won their 
annual fixture against the MCC for the first time in at least nine years.

The MCC were put in to bat by Clayesmore, who won the toss, and were forced into 
a relatively generous declaration at 159 for 8 (from 48 overs). In reply, Clayesmore 
reached 157 for 9 with Captain, Ollie, caught on the mid-wicket boundary attempting 
to end the game with a pull shot. Three runs or one wicket required! A potential run-
out was missed to tie the scores and Clayesmore needed one more run.

As the MCC field closed in, Eddie got off his duck with a glorious drive through the 
covers, cue great celebrations, with Clayesmore ending on 160 for 9 from 42 overs.

The phone rang at 7.15am and it was bad news: Canford could not host the County final 
due to an underwater pitch. However, the day was saved by our grounds and catering 
staff who, with a lot of last minute preparation, enabled us to have the game here.  

We won the toss and put our opponents, Sir John Colfox, into bat on a bowler-friendly 
wicket. Jacob quickly made inroads into the opposition batting line up with a quick 
wicket, backed up well by Harvey at the other end, both piling on the pressure.  

Then it was the spinners’ turn to weave their magic: Will, Ben and Jacob all executed 
their skills well and, with some fantastic fielding from the boys, kept chipping away, 
reducing the Colfox final total to 84 all out. 

In reply, we came out with a very positive attitude and were quick to hit the bad ball 
to the boundary.  There was some fine running between the wickets, often pinching 
singles in the ring and, with this positive mental attitude, we were able to knock 
Colfox’s total off for the loss of 3 wickets, ending on 86 for 3. 

This caps off a fine season for the Under 14 team: they 
have a strong team bond and a hard work ethic and 
as tradition dictates, they were taken out for a slap-up 
breakfast to celebrate. Well done, boys!

at last!Victory vs MCC Sri Lanka Tour: 
Mr Miller’s review
“We have finished our trip with a playing record 
of: played 6, won 3, lost 3 and the boys should be 
delighted with the cricket they have played and what 
they have learned whilst we’ve been in Sri Lanka. 

They ended the tour producing their best performances by far, in both long and 
short format, and those who will be remaining to play in next year’s 1st XI have 
given us an exciting glimpse of what might be to come. 

To round things off, we went to a restaurant in central Colombo for a final meal, 
to share stories and experiences from the tour as well as cementing the bond 
between our group for the future.

A number of awards were presented:

Player’s player - Ollie 
Most exciting cricketer - Ollie 
Most competitive cricketer - Max 
Team man (for camaraderie) - Oliver/Luke 
Coaches young player award - James 
Inspire Travel’s award (for the player who  
adapted best to Sri Lankan conditions) - Matthew 

Our final day in this beautiful country will involve a late breakfast, a short 
shopping trip to get rid of some of those last Sri Lankan rupees, and then our 
long journey home to the UK begins... ”

Our U14s are  
County Champions!

PREP SPORTS

CLAYESMORE PREP SCHOOL 
ANNUAL ATHLETICS MEET

Wednesday 4th May 2016 • 2pm

Under 8s
Splat

5-8 years
Tennis

6-12 years
Multi-Activities

8-12 years
Bushcraft skills

9-12 years
Tennis

10-14 years
Coasteering

Please call us for more information or if you have any questions on:01747 813135 or email holidayactivities@clayesmore.com or visit www.clayesmore.com/sports-centre

There are lots and lots of 
super days of fun activities 
at Clayesmore this half term!
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STOP PRESS!!
Congratulations to 

OC, Lewis McManus, 

on scoring his maiden 

first class century for 

Hampshire vs Surrey  

132* this month


