
Sixth Form

Being a
LEADER 
and taking 
RESPONSIBILITY

    Thefreedom
  to make choices

10 reasons why...:
Clayesmore Sixth Form will set you up for life

C
L

A
Y

E
S

M
O

R
E

 S
IX

T
H

 F
O

R
M

 P
R

O
S

P
E

C
T

U
S

 2017



BE ALL YOU CAN BE
Becoming a Clayesmore Sixth Former
5 In her own words: Head of Sixth Form, SarahJane Newland. 
7 On the heads: The low down on our Head Boy and Girl.
8 Ten reasons why: A Clayesmore Sixth Form education will set you up for life!
10 Aardvark: It’s virtually university!

13 Let’s get down to business: Find out about our business school.
Also: Languages Live Lounge • De Selincourt History Society • Volunteering

LIVING YOUR LIFE
Making the best of every opportunity
15 Quick settlement: Kieran Smith on joining Clayesmore in the Sixth Form.
17 Freedom of choice: Veit Ulbricht on why Clayesmore is simply the best!
18 Party on: Work hard, play hard. 
21 Bring it on! Assistant Head of Sixth Form, Will Gibbs, tells you how to 

make the most out of Sixth Form life
Also: Clayesmore Century Club • CCF • Model United Nations • DofE

PLAYING YOUR PART
Sixth Formers are valued for every contribution they can make
25 Lauren Morgan: A musical all-rounder.
26 Getting to know you: Induction Day offers a Lower Sixth icebreaker.
27 In the lead: Becoming a leader and taking responsibility.
29 Sporting chance: Alex Ross
Also: Clayesmore Theatre Company

FUTURE PERFECT
Planning university applications and future careers
31 Careers at Clayesmore: Support and advice from the experts.
32 The future’s bright: Is an EPQ right for you?
34 Ten reasons why: Clayesmorians get into the university of their choice.
36 The Clayesmore Business Diploma: How our skill building qualification 

enhances employability.
38 Picture this: Haydn West talks artistic inspiration. 
Also: Professional Network • Clayesmore Young Enterprise

COURSE DIRECTORY 
The definitive guide to all our Sixth Form Courses 
42 Mathematics     44 Science     48 Languages and Literature

53 Humanities and Business Studies     57 Creative Subjects     

61 BTECs     69 Learning Support Centre     

73 University Advice and Guidance

Contents



Welcome to our Sixth Form Prospectus for 2017. Here we 
aim to give you a taste of all the exciting things that are 
on offer to the Clayesmore sixth former, from the diverse 
range of subjects to the sheer wealth of activities and extra-
curricular choices available to you.

Moving to the Sixth Form is a huge step towards 
independence and freedom and here at Clayesmore, we 
acknowledge that growing sense of maturity with greater 
responsibility and freedom of choice. We know that a ‘one 
size fits all’ approach is inappropriate for modern young 
men and women and we have provided a flexible academic 
programme to ensure that all our students can tier their 
studies to their own personal ambitions. This means that 
everyone can choose from an enormous range of A Level 
or BTEC subjects and throw in an EPQ, too. If a traditional 
diet of science and maths is what you’re after, we can do it. 
If you are arty or sporty or musical, or your interests lean 
towards the performing arts, that’s fine, too. And if you are 
looking for something a little more bespoke, with a mix of 
all those subjects perhaps, we’ll aim to find a programme 
that’s just right for you. 

Here at Clayesmore, we understand that the Sixth Form 
is a fresh start and an opportunity for you to specialise 
in subjects you love or to delve deeper into a new area 
of interest. And we have the facilities to allow this to 
happen: from our fantastic new DT centre, to our Business 
School and incredible Art department…You will also 
find opportunities for photography, cookery, tourism and 

hospitality. We understand that the world is changing 
rapidly and Clayesmore aims to give students both the skills 
and qualifications they will need as a springboard to the next 
phase of their journey. Our experienced team of Sixth Form 
tutors, Head of Sixth Form and our Head of Careers will also 
be there to support and guide you through every step of this 
important process towards the university of your choice or 
the exciting adventure of entering the world of work through 
the ever changing landscape of new advanced and higher 
apprenticeships and sponsored degrees.

We also know that to fulfil their passions, students 
demand a range of choices outside the classroom, so we 
make it our mission to offer a broad range of exhilarating 
activities to ensure that they remain emotionally strong 
and physically fit young people, who will leave the school 
with confidence, purpose and a strong sense of their place 
in the world. 

We are proud of our MUN successes and the number 
of students who throw themselves into CCF, the Young 
Enterprise Company Programme, Sport, Drama and Music 
and we love nothing more than to watch as they flourish 
and come to learn that there really is more in them than 
they think. By the time our students reach the end of the 
Clayesmore Sixth Form, we are confident that they are ready 
to fly and become positive contributors to the world… and 
that really is what post-GCSE education is all about.

Jo Thomson, Head of Clayesmore
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BECOMING A 
CLAYESMORE 

SIXTH
FORMER
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“A friendly, 
supportive and 
creative environment 
where you will have 
every opportunity to 
develop your interests, 
passions and talents.”

As the Head of Clayesmore’s Sixth Form 
I consider it a great privilege to be closely 
involved with these busy and vital 
transitional years between school and 
adult life, so I am very excited to welcome 
you to this prospectus that is jam-packed 
with all kinds of useful information. 

At Clayesmore we are acutely aware 
that the twenty-first century workplace 
is a complex and fast-changing 
environment that requires young 
people to be adaptable, flexible and 
possess a broad range of skills and 
knowledge. In the Sixth Form our aim 
is to prepare you for the next stage 
of your life – whether it be further 
academic studies or starting a career. 
Whatever you go on to do, you will 
require some specialist knowledge 
as well as interpersonal, leadership 
and communication skills to help you 
navigate your way through the myriad 
of opportunities available to you.

Your time in Clayesmore Sixth Form 
will allow you to further specialise 
in the academic subjects you have 
chosen, and will also provide you 
with a breadth of experience from a 
diverse activity programme that is 
both challenging and richly rewarding. 
At the heart of it all is a strong 
tutor system that provides you with 

academic and pastoral support, as well 
as assisting you through the application 
systems for university, apprenticeships 
or the job-market. And all of this is 
done within a friendly, supportive and 
creative environment where you will 
have every opportunity to develop your 
interests, passions and talents.

Joining the Sixth Form is a really 
important step in your life. You will 

remember it for years to come as a time 
of hard work and good fun, and the 
relationships you form will stay with 
you forever. 

There is something for everyone in this 
prospectus. It reflects the vitality and 
excitement of a Sixth Form that will 
provide you with the memories, the 
skills and the confidence to take on the 
challenges of the wider world. 
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COME AND JOIN IN!    COME AND JOIN IN!    COME AND JOIN IN!    COME AND JOIN IN!    COME AND JOIN IN!

DE SELINCOURT 
HISTORY SOCIETY
The De Selincourt Society is primarily focused 
on military history and past guest speakers have  
covered topics as diverse as Napoleon and  
Wellington, Gallipoli, military code-breaking and  
the legality of drone warfare. If you are interested  
in a particular subject, era or person, you can research  
and present your findings to the group. Meeting  
four times a term and a key part of a challenging  
and stimulating extra-curricular programme,  
the De Selincourt History Society is open to all whether 
you’re a scientist, artist, mathematician or historian!

Languages Live Lounge is a chance to savour continental  
delicacies and drinks, accompanied by live music.  

Primarily for linguists and international students, it’s also  
for anyone interested in other cultures. Lose yourself in 

global music or even perform yourself. Previous Live 
Lounges have included German rap, Spanish  

dance and classic French ballads.

Languages  
Live Lounge

Bienvenus!
Bis dann!

¡Nos vemos allí!

Volunteering
Clayesmore offers a wealth of 
volunteering opportunities including 
assisting the National Trust, being part 
of the Charity Committee and helping 
autistic children at the Forum School. 
So come and offer a helping hand!



INTRODUCING OUR
HEAD GIRL AND HEAD BOY...

XavierPolina
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Current Head Boy, Xavier Jones, 
joined Clayesmore’s Prep School 
in Year 7 from his previous 
school in Mauritius. He is 
studying Maths, Physics and 
French and completed his AS 
in Further Maths last summer. His plan when he leaves 
Clayesmore is to study Aeronautical Engineering.

A keen sportsman, Xav has competed in our swimming, 
waterpolo, basketball and rugby teams and over the 
summer he completed his DofE Gold Expedition as part of 
his Gold Award. 

His advice for anyone starting at Clayesmore is “make 
friends with everyone. Clayesmore’s size means you 
really can get to know people of all ages, especially in 
your house. And, secondly, take advantage of the great 
activities programme” (alongside classroom studies, of 
course!).

Xav’s plans for the forthcoming year are to “work hard, 
and play as large a part as I can in all parts of the life 
of the school”.

This year’s Head Girl, Polina 
Vdovina, joined Clayesmore 
in Year 9 from a local prep 
school and since that time has 
played her part in the school’s 
community, enjoying the family 
feel and nurturing ethos that is prevalent across the age 
groups, perhaps especially important for her when home is 
some 2,500 miles away in Russia.

Alongside her academic studies, (Polina is currently 
studying for A Levels in Maths, Economics and History and 
took an AS in Spanish last year), she has been involved 
in the CCF (where she heads the RAF section), is working 
towards her DofE Gold Award, and has also been a stalwart 
of the school’s Model United Nations Programme and was 
the Secretary General while in the Lower Sixth. In addition 
she chairs and organises the weekly school Political Society 
and  has represented Clayesmore in sport by being a strong 
contributor to the 1st teams for tennis and netball.

Over the summer, she took part in the Envision Global 
Young Leaders Conference Programme, spending two weeks 
in Beijing. Polina was the recipient of a Spinney Memorial 
Trust Award (the Old Clayesmorian Society charity) which 
enabled her to do this. 

Polina is looking forward to becoming a role model to 
the younger pupils and helping them take advantage of 
all the opportunities available to them. She will also be 
focusing on her academic work as she hopes to study either 
Politics and International Relations or Human, Social & 
Political Sciences next year. 



TEN REASONS WHY……
A CLAYESMORE SIXTH FORM EDUCATION
WILL SET YOU UP FOR LIFE

4
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One-to-one tutor support 
with UCAS applications and 
personal statements

Hard work 
brings 
optimum 
results and 
a place at the 
university of 
your choice

The Clayesmore 
Business  

Diploma can 
assist with  

work placements  
and provide 

advice, 
knowledge  

and  
expertise

Outstanding teaching that 
can inspire a lifelong 
passion in specific fields of 
interest

International expeditions, 
excursions and tours supporting 
the academic, sporting, musical 
and adventurous spirit5
3

1 2
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You will learn to  
co-operate, 
collaborate and think 
for yourself so your 
prospects will be more 
exciting

“It seems to me that what they do in the  

Sixth Form at Clayesmore is to reveal 

possibilities to you that you might not have 

otherwise encountered.”   Former Sixth Form Student

You will make  
lasting friendships8

10

6

9
The 
strong and 
dynamic Old 
Clayesmorian 
network  
will  
keep  
you 
connected

You can continue to  
compete in  
sport, play an  
instrument,  
perform  
on stage,  
join a band, sing  
in a choir... 7



Culinary Capers

AARDVARK UNIVERSITY
Clayesmore’s virtual university experience
Taking place on the 
Clayesmore Campus, 
the Aardvark experience 
aims to prepare students 
for uni life by replacing 
the normal curriculum with a whirlwind of 
subject days and activities.

School departments are given a substantial chunk 
of time to deliver their subjects with more of an 
undergrad vibe and when not kept academically 
busy, the students are treated to a host of exciting 
and occasionally bizarre challenges.

Here’s just a few examples of the Aardvark 
action…

Masterchef comes to Clayesmore – 
Students were asked to prepare tasty dishes 
from a selection of ingredients. A variety 
of meals were produced including yummy 
meatballs, homemade burgers and bolognese. 

Trendy tops – T-shirt screen-printing 
workshop for fashion designer wannabes allowed 
imaginations to run wild and the creative bunch 
came up with some cool designs for trendy tops.

Up the hill – Students took to their saddles 
to tackle the rough terrain of rural Dorset and 
made their way to the top of Hambledon Hill. 

Hitting the climbing wall – Intrepid 
students donned their harnesses and helmets for 
an ascent of the outside climbing wall. Some had 
to overcome their fear of heights, while others 
battled with the physicality of the challenge as 
they tackled a series of all-ability climbs. 

Foody fun – Students had a chance to show off 
their culinary skills during the Clayesmore  
‘Come Dine with us’ evenings. Based on  
the ‘never off our screens’ TV show,  
each house hosted a food-filled evening. 

Other exciting and sometimes bizarre  
trials included raft building, croquet,  
foraging, bread-making, archery, flower 
arranging, as well as visits to Monkey  
World, Longleat and Stourhead.

10  Clayesmore Sixth Form



The Aardvark 
shenanigans were 
topped off with a 
mock graduation 
that provided a 
ceremonial end to all 
the excitement of the 
preceding weeks and 
featured speeches, 
awards, mortar-boards 
and bubbly bucks fizz!

Model United Nations DayThe Gun Run!

Clayesmore Sixth Form  11



We’re positively in 

• Cleverly designed to blend in with 
Clayesmore’s Main House on the outside but 
comfy and contemporary on the inside

• Study bedrooms for 14 extra girls and 
additional staff accommodation

More and more students are discovering the positive impact that Clayesmore has on 
all aspects of their future lives and our newest boarding house, The Bower, is helping  
to accommodate growing pupil numbers.

demand...

What is it about The Bower?

Come and see how Sixth Form life  is being enhanced by these exciting  additions to our beautiful campus

12  Clayesmore Sixth Form



Come and see how Sixth Form life  is being enhanced by these exciting  additions to our beautiful campus

Getting down to

• More space for IT and Learning Support 
plus extra laboratories

• Funky, colourful learning environment 
designed to inspire

• Information screens in the stylish reception 
area let you keep your finger on the pulse

• Brand new careers centre to ease you into 
the future world of work

• Discover what makes us all tick in 
classrooms created for our recently  
introduced Psychology A Level

Our completed business school houses top notch teaching facilities for Business 
Studies, Economics and Careers.

business...

And that’s not all!

Clayesmore Sixth Form  13



MAKING THE BEST 

OF EVERY 
OPPORTUNITY
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Former 
student, 
Kieran 
joined the 

6th Form from a local 
school and never 
looked back! “I was 
amazed how quickly 
I could make friends. 
The atmosphere 
was really positive. 
Everyone says hello 
and greets each other 
in a friendly way”. 

Kieran studied 
German, French 
and Economics and, 
though he didn’t 
study Music A Level, 
he worked towards 

a piano diploma and 
learnt the organ. “I 
think the staff make 
you feel wanted and 
the Music Department 
really nurtured me. 
They did so much  
for me and it was  
great to have so  
many opportunities 
to perform”

Kieran followed 
in the footsteps 
of another former 
Clayesmore student, 
Mikaela Belcher in 
successfully entering 
a student competition 
run by the Hong Kong 
economic trade office. 

Mikaela said “it was 
one of the best things 
I’ve done. Hong Kong 
unlocked a door to 
a world I had never 
even imagined. The 
mix of ancient and 
modern makes Hong 
Kong a really great 
place to be a student 
and there is a wealth 
of new experiences 
to be had every 
day”. Kieran was 

equally impressed 
after winning an 
expenses paid place 
at the Hong Kong 
University of Science 
and Technology 
Summer School. “I 
had an incredible 
time. It really was 
the opportunity of 
a lifetime. It has 
prepared me well 
for higher education 
because I have 

“I was amazed how quickly 
I could make friends at 
Clayesmore. The atmosphere 
was really positive.”

gained so much 
independence and 
it gave me a taste, 
not only of chicken 
beak (ugh!), but also 
of university level 
teaching. It was also 
great to meet lots of 
other people from 
all over the world 
and make so many 
friends”. 

Kieran achieved 
outstanding A Level 
results with an A* 
in Economics and 
French and an A grade 
in German and went 
on to study Modern 
Languages at UCL.

Clayesmore Sixth Form  15

QUICK 
SETTLEMENTKIERAN SMITH
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Clayesmore Century Club

This is a Club for everyone that provides new 
opportunities and challenges to inspire you to explore and 
develop who you are. 
• Gain valuable life skills  
• Widen your experience  
• Reach out and grasp all that the Sixth Form has to offer

100 diverse activities and objectives to complete in two 
years…..with awards along the way and a final prize for 
completion. 

Get excited about the CCC – you’ll 
want to be part of this!
Contact Jamie Reach for more details:  
jreach@clayesmore.com

Whether you are sporty, musical, theatrical, 
love the outdoors, or simply just enjoy life - 
the Clayesmore Century Club is

FOR YOU

The Clayesmore 
Combined Cadet Force
Gearing up for a life beyond the classroom 
means going forward into the world with 
skills that will demonstrate your leadership, 
your organisational skills, your teamwork 
and your adventurous spirit. 

Join the CCF and see 
the way forward
E: cadets@clayesmore.com
CCF cadets can also opt for the BTEC in Public Services 
which is equivalent to 4 GCSEs and involves 6 modules. 
The only extra work that pupils need to complete 
in their own time is 2 workbooks. The remainder of 
the requirements are met if they have completed a 
Duke of Edinburgh expedition, competed in sport and 
successfully finished a leadership/method of instruction 
course in the CCF.

Forward Gear
JOIN
THE CLUB!



Clayesmore Sixth Form  17

To be given the freedom to make choices within reasonable limits 
must surely be one of the biggest attractions for life in the Sixth Form. 
Certainly for former overseas student, Veit Ulbricht from Dusseldorf, 
the idea that you can shape your future through your own choices and 
the opportunities that are available to you was always very exciting.

“I think it is a great model for life in fact,” said Veit, who 
studied Economics, Maths, History and Business Studies, 
and went on to read Economics at the University of Milan. 
“When I arrived in the Lower Sixth, I never imagined that 
I would be predicted a really high grade for Maths: far less 
that my tutors would suggest studying at a top university! 
But it seemed to me that what they do in the Sixth Form at 
Clayesmore is to reveal possibilities to you that you might 
not have otherwise encountered.”

A music scholar and a keen runner, Veit immediately 
found his feet in the boarding house and a whole new 
collection of friends. As he looks back on his very 
colourful two years here, he too refers to the familiar 
theme amidst all the Sixth Form students of the warmth 
of the friendships and the happy and relaxed atmosphere, 
but he is also keen to impress this upon his German 
compatriots back in Dusseldorf.

“Honestly, I would never have had the experiences I had  
at Clayesmore in a German school – it is the best thing I 
have ever done!”

“I would never have had the 
experiences I had  

at Clayesmore in a German 
school .... it is the best thing  

I have ever done!”

Freedom
of

Choice



In the Clayesmore Sixth 
Form we always say that 
‘work must come first but 
everything else comes a 
close second’ and that 
includes partying!

With the Social Committee 
and the Charity Committee 
staging parties as fund 
raisers or just for fun, as 
well as themed evenings, 
the Valentine’s Ball and 
the Summer Ball, there is 
always something to look 
forward to!

18  Clayesmore Sixth Form

Party On
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JOIN
THE CLUB!
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Here are the top 3 reasons to join 
this exciting, challenging and 
hugely popular society:

1. You’ll have a world of fun while 
becoming more globally aware.

2. You’ll get the chance to develop 
leadership and research skills, 
practise public speaking and 
be part of a team. All these 
experiences will really boost your 
future career prospects.

3. Your experiences as a delegate 
or conference organiser will 
be evidence of leadership to 
show to admissions officers and 
job interviewers. You will also 
develop a network of alumni from 
your MUN club and people you 
have met at conferences.

Interested in understanding  
our complex and diverse world? 

Passionate about issues such as  
Human Rights, conflict, and the  

impact of science and technology? 

Serious about being a team player  
working towards shared goals  

and objectives? 

Then Clayesmore Model 
United Nations might be 
for you! 



JOIN
THE CLUB!

Bring it
ON!

WILL GIBBS explains how to get the most out of 
Clayesmore’s action-packed Sixth Form

Clayesmore Sixth Form  21

As I enter my fourth 
year at Clayesmore, I 
thought I was aware 
of everything that 
the Clayesmore Sixth 
Form had to offer.
How surprised I was, 
the ever-growing 
list of what sixth 
formers are offered 
is overwhelming. 
I’m really enthralled 
to embrace the role 
of Assistant Head 
of Sixth Form this 
year, as it is exciting 
to see yet another 
record-breaking year 
of students entering 
our Sixth Form. This 
can only be a good 

thing, a more vibrant 
and varied Sixth 
Form culture; full of 
the fizz and buzz that 
Clayesmore life is 
renowned for. 

The Sixth Form 
at Clayesmore has 
always offered 
so much for our 
students, in terms 
of both academia 
and extra-curricular 
activities. We aim 
not only to develop 
their strong academic 
voice through 
creative thinking 
and ownership of 
their learning, but 

also to provide 
them with extensive 
opportunities outside 
the classroom. 

These opportunities 
are abundant, whether 
it is enhancing 
leadership and 
teamwork qualities 
in Young Enterprise, 
debating interesting 
topical issues at 
Model United Nations 
events, teaching 
languages to a Prep 
School, to overcoming 
the challenges of the 
Duke of Edinburgh 
Gold Award; there 
are always plenty of 

opportunities to take 
advantage of.  

At Clayesmore 
Sixth Form, we are 
proud to provide a 
dynamic, personal 
and excitingly unique 
experience for all our 
students. They have 
amazing chances 
to broaden their 
horizons, whether via 
sport tours to South 
Africa or Sri Lanka, 
and academic trips to 
Iceland and New York.

The life and soul of the 
Sixth Form would not 
exist without the drive, 

energy and passion 
of the Student Union; 
they play an essential 
part in Sixth Form life, 
from making important 
decisions on the 
content of our diverse 
lecture programme, 
to the themes for our 
social events.  

I can genuinely 
say that during the 
students’ short time 
here, they will be 
valued, challenged and 
discover the excitement 
of academic and  
social life.

wgibbs@clayesmore.com



   T he Capital

Expedition training, a residential community project, chosen skills, 
sports and volunteering combine to be worth their weight in gold.

Sign up for the DofE scheme and put the shine into your UCAS application!

Contact DofE Unit Leader, Jamie Reach: jreach@clayesmore.com

The Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award
You’ll be in your element

22  Clayesmore Sixth Form



   T he Capital

Thanks to the hard work and creative 
genius of some former sixth formers, 
their Common Room received a complete 
makeover a couple of years ago with a 
striking red and white colour scheme, 
enhanced by Banksy graffiti and a London 
skyline graphic that picks out iconic 
structures such 
as the London 
Eye, Nelson’s 
Column, St 
Paul’s and Big 
Ben. These 
fabulously 
funky touches 
reinvented 
this chill out 
zone as ‘The 
Capital’.

Clayesmore Sixth Form  23



SIXTH FORMERS
ARE VALUED
FOR EVERY
CONTRIBUTION
THEY CAN MAKE
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hroughout her time at 
Clayesmore, all sixteen 

years of it through our Prep 
and Senior Schools, Lauren 

Morgan was at the forefront of 
the musical life. A music scholar, 
she is a performer in the best sense 
of the word. She took the lead in a 
variety of roles from the comic to 
the tragic in school plays, whilst 
being equally at home executing 
beautiful solos in choral concerts 
and in orchestral and jazz groups. 
Her poise and engagement with 
the audiences showed her passion 
for music and a real understanding 
of the power of performance.  She 
was also head chorister and artistic 
director of the school theatre 
society. 

Lauren is very appreciative of all 
the music staff who helped her 
develop whilst at the school – she 
passed both her grade 8 Singing and 
grade 6 Alto Saxophone ABRSM 
examination with Distinctions, 
and achieved a further grade 8 
pass in Piano while in the senior 
school, won the Blandford District 
round of the Rotary Club Young 
Musician of the Year Competition. 

Lauren’s musical exploits have 
taken her around the UK, including 
performances at the Royal 
Festival Hall and Royal Albert 
Hall, and for HM Queen at a ship 
naming ceremony as part of the 
Bournemouth Symphony Chorus. 
Added to this she was selected to 
form the “All Girls Ronnie Scott’s 
Big Band”, filmed as a promotion for 
female empowerment in the music 
industry. In the summer after leaving 
Clayesmore; she travelled to China 
with the National Youth Choir of 
Great Britain, of which she has been 
a member for the past six years.

A keen sportswoman, Lauren 
represented the school in all 
major games, particularly on the 
athletics field. If her music, sport 
and academic studies didn’t keep 
her busy enough, Lauren was 
also involved in the running of a 
number of school events and was 
elected as a School Prefect for her 
upper sixth year. Lauren is a true 
all-rounder, studying for LAMDA 
qualifications alongside her A 
Levels in English, History and 
Music and a BTEC in Performance 
Arts or Production Arts. 

With her combination of talent, enthusiasm and 
perseverance, it seems certain that Lauren will 
achieve her goals in the future. She successfully 
auditioned for the Royal Welsh College of Music 
and Drama but has decided to continue her 
studies in Music at Royal Holloway. 

Lauren Morgan

A MUSICAL
ALL-ROUNDER
T

Clayesmore Sixth Form  25
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efore all the hard work kicks off in the  
vital last years of school, we like to give 
our new Sixth Formers some exciting 
ice-breaking fun during an action packed 

Induction Day. This now regular fixture takes place 
on the first Sunday of the new term and presents 
a variety of problem solving activities to boost 
teamwork and enable the new recruits to really  
get to know each other.

Led by Outposts, who have worked with Clayesmore 
for several years arranging teambuilding events, this 
year’s Induction Day introduced the newbies to cart 
building, trebuchet building and minefield navigation 
and that was all before they’d even had their lunch!

The tasks focused on effective teambuilding 
skills such as communication, co-operation and 
trust, while providing a great opportunity for the 
emergence of leaders. The aim of these testing tasks 
was to break down barriers and encourage group 
cohesion, which is important for students making 
the transition into the Lower Sixth and especially 
for the 25 Sixth Formers who are completely new to 
Clayesmore this year.

The fun and games continued into the afternoon 
when the teams battled it out crossing the 
‘wild river’ on milk crates and competing 
in our famous gun run challenge.  

This high-energy day led to some 
impressive performances from our 
fresh crop of well-motivated Sixth 
Formers and their enthusiasm and 
willingness to get stuck in certainly 
bodes well for the next two years. 

Getting to

knowyou
B



IN THE
BEING A LEADER AND TAKING RESPONSIBILITY

Being willing to exercise leadership and to take responsibility are 
both important aspects of Sixth Form life and there are so many 
opportunities to do just this at Clayesmore. 

There are positions like Heads of School, Heads of House and Prefects, 
but that’s not all – there are plenty of opportunities to lead, encourage 
and take responsibility for others as captains of teams, music groups, 
committees, and societies, as well as mentoring younger pupils.  
The school depends on the example set by Sixth Form pupils who 
become role models for younger students. 

Our supportive and friendly Sixth Formers also have an easy relationship 
with the staff and help with duties – making sure things get done. 

Clayesmore Sixth Form is bursting with opportunities that will  
equip you with the skills to develop and contribute, long after  
you’ve left school. 

Edward de 
Boehmler,  

Lisa Birkett, 
Eleanor Stevens, 
Ashley Parker, 
Ethan Hillyard

Heads of Houses

LEAD
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Xavier Jones & Polina Vdovina

Head Boy and Head Girl



Sporting CHANCE

Full-scale productions, including ‘The Real 
Inspector Hound’ and ‘Oklahoma’, studio 
productions created and directed by Sixth 
Formers, LAMDA lessons, projects with 
professional writers, a flourishing design  
and technical team, regular theatre trips,  
devising and performing a Play-in-3-Days….

There’s a role for everyone with a passion 
for the theatre, a desire to learn and an 
enthusiasm for working with others who  
are equally as excited by the dramatic arts. 

Follow us on Twitter: @ClayesmoreDrama

Join the  

Clayesmore 
Theatre Company 

in 2017

28  Clayesmore Sixth Form



Sporting CHANCE
Alex Ross

hroughout his time at Clayesmore Alex made 
a tremendous contribution across many areas 

of school life, including our Charity and Food 
Committees, Model United Nations and the Young 

Enterprise programme. He was Head of Gate in his Upper 
Sixth year. 

Alongside a demanding choice of A Levels subjects 
(Economics, English and History), Alex excelled in sport, 
playing at school, club and county level, and was captain of 
the 1st XV Rugby team in his final year. At the age of 14 he was 

scouted during a county match and joined the Bath Rugby 
Elite Development Group, representing the club in the 
National Academies League. While at Clayesmore, Alex 
appreciated how the Sixth Form offered him the flexibility 
to combine his sporting commitments with his academic 
obligations and other responsibilities. He was also grateful 
for the small class sizes, the on-going training to improve 
performance and fitness when competing against larger 
schools and the supportive staff. Alex is studying Economics 
at Cardiff University. 

T
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PLANNING YOUR 
UNIVERSITY
APPLICATION AND 
FUTURE CAREER 
IS A CENTRAL 
PART OF LIFE 
IN THE SIXTH FORM
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CAREERS at CLAYESMORE

he 
Careers 

Department 
is an important 

element of 
Sixth Form life at 
Clayesmore and Miss 
Catherine Jacks, the 
Head of Careers, 
can offer help and 
guidance about life 
after school. There 
are university visits, 
visiting speakers and, 
as a member of the 
ISCO (Independent 
Schools Careers 

Office), we offer a 
service individually 
tailored to students’ 
skills, ability and 
ambition. Whether 
in applications to 
Oxbridge, Russell 
Group, or other 
universities, both at 
home and abroad, as 
well as alternatives 
to university 
such as National 
Apprenticeships 
and Art Foundation 
courses, the guidance 
is here.

Students are directed 
to appropriate 
specialist courses 
such as Medlink 
and Vetlink as well 
as other Headstart 
initiatives in 
Dentistry, Law and 
Banking, to name 
just a few, so they 
are as informed as 
possible about their 
post-18 choices. 
The Clayesmore 
Professional Network 
offers an opportunity 
for students to 

take part in work 
experience, usually 
during the holidays, 
and there are also 
opportunities for 
students to meet and 
discuss their career 
options with industry 
professionals through 
visiting speakers 
and other Careers 
Days throughout the 
year. The Careers 
Department moved to 
the Business School in 
September 2013, with 
a new teaching room, 

up to date careers 
library, a dedicated 
meeting room and 
careers office. The 
Sixth Form really do 
have the very best 
facilities on offer – 
whether to study Law, 
Medicine, Business, 
Economics or 
Events Management, 
or even start an 
apprenticeship with 
Marks & Spencer – 
we are here to help 
you realise your 
ambitions.

T
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Students who want to aim high can 
take heart at Clayesmore where the 
vast majority receive offers from their 
first choice of university.

Furthermore, the top A Level grades 
A*-B currently stand at 52% (average 
over the last four years) which means 
students have secured places at the 
country’s leading universities.  

Here are just a few 
examples…
German and Linguistics at Oxford; 

Engineering at Cambridge;  

Medicine at UCL and Aberdeen; 

Geography at London School of 
Economics; Accounting and Finance 

at Warwick; Biology at Imperial 
College, London; Classics at 

Durham; Spanish at Exeter;  

Real Estate at Reading;  

Architecture at Nottingham; 

Archaeology at Bristol

THE FUTURE IS

BRIGHT
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Universities are starting to notice the Extended 
Project Qualification and an increasing number 
of students are opting to take it. Offering the 
opportunity to study a topic in depth and 
culminating in a final essay, artifact or research 
project, it is a freestanding AS qualification with 
UCAS points that adds a further dimension to 
Sixth Form study. 

This is an opportunity to complete a project 
about a subject area that interests you. It can be 
related to subjects you are studying but must 
not be part of your A Level syllabus. 

So you think you could do an EPQ? Contact 
the Head of Sixth Form for further 
information.

If you are already at Clayesmore, 
you can start thinking about and 

planning an EPQ even before 
entering the Sixth Form.

WHAT ABOUT
DOING AN

EPQ?
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Do you dream of being your own boss? 
Are you yearning to be Lord Sugar’s Apprentice 
or desperate to enter the Dragon’s Den?

If so, then maybe the Young Enterprise 
Programme will be just the business!
As a company member you can help to run a real business, make profit 
(hopefully!) and present your ideas and company activity at local, national 
and even international competitions. 

Clayesmore has been recognised as a Centre of Excellence for Young 
Enterprise and a couple of years ago, our very own company, Twende, 
reached the Dorset Finals, winning a host of awards including Best Overall 
Company, Best Presentation, Best Product, Best Link Teacher and Best 
Business Advisor! 

Twende’s success took them all the way to the South West Regional Finals to 
represent Dorset, where they swept the award board winning Best Company 
Presentation and Best Managing Director. 

With our new Business School now open – incorporating a dedicated meeting 
room – you will be joining YE at a particularly exciting and vibrant time. 

If you want to count yourself in please contact  
cjacks@clayesmore.com for more details or visit the Young 
Enterprise website at www.young-enterprise.org.uk/company

JOIN
THE CLUB!



TEN REASONS WHY……     CLAYESMORIANS 
GAIN PLACES AT THE U K’S TOP UNIVERSITIES

53 4
Weekly career 
sessions are 
devoted to the 
whole UCAS 
process from 
university 
selection to 
application 
completion

A wealth of 
online resources 
alongside the 
comprehensive 
paper resources 
held in the  
Careers Library is 
readily available

Insight and 
experience 
days arranged 
at top London 
companies, help 
bring focus to the 
course selection 
process

UCAS candidates 
have the option 
of taking the COA 
Centigrade test as 
a starting point 
for research into 
universities

Residential 
taster courses 
are provided by 
universities to 
introduce students 
to specific 
subject areas 
such as medicine 
(Medlink) and 
engineering 
(Headstart)

21
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TEN REASONS WHY……     CLAYESMORIANS 
GAIN PLACES AT THE U K’S TOP UNIVERSITIES

8 106 7 9
The University 
of London 
Summer School 
programme is 
available to 
consolidate 
interest in chosen 
subjects

There are visits 
to one of the UK’s 
top Russell Group 
universities, 
one of the top 
vocational 
universities and 
the Regional 
UCAS Convention 
for prospective 
undergraduates

Clayesmore’s 
rapidly 
developing 
Professional 
Network enables 
students to 
benefit from 
work experience 
directly related 
to their chosen 
career field

Students are 
encouraged to 
attend university 
open days

A professional 
interview skills 
training day is 
provided as well 
as specific training 
for Oxbridge 
or medical 
applications
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Main Elements
The Business Diploma consists of four core elements worth 40 
credits each and four electives elements worth 10 credits each.

Students must complete the four core (compulsory) elements 
and up to four electives.

Core element 1:A Level Business or Economics
Complete the two year A Level course in either Business or 
Economics. 40 credits

Core Element 2:Work Experience
You must complete at least 2 weeks work experience in a 
business environment. 

This may be an internships or actual paid work where you have 
to show evidence of your contribution to the business. 40 credits

Core Element 3: Volunteering
This may include taking part in the NCS or your own 
volunteering experience where you will need to show 
evidence of at least 20 hours of volunteering. 40 credits

Core Element 4: 
Employability Skills
You are required to attend all 
lectures or workshops in the 
following skills:
• Interview skills 
• Presentation skills
• Social Media profile
• Work Related skills
• Job applications
• Leadership skills 40 credits

What is it?
The Clayesmore Business Diploma 
provides an opportunity for students 
to demonstrate a sustained interest in 
a business career.

The course offers the opportunity for 
students to learn some key business 
and employability skills; increasing 
their chances of employment in  
the future.
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The Electives
You will need to choose four electives from the following eight. 

Each elective is worth 10 credits and therefore you could 
achieve 40 credits from taking part in these activities

Elective 1: An activity
You must take part in one of the following: 
• Young Enterprise Company Programme
• Model United Nations
• CCF
• Duke of Edinburgh Gold

Elective 2: Extended Project Qualification
This is an individual project completed in the Autumn and 
Spring term of Year 13 and is worth UCAS points.

Elective 3: Student Consultancy
This involves taking part in a project for a local business/
social enterprise (Future Roots). Students will be helping 
them to develop strategies to promote and sell their  
products/services. 

Elective 4: Qualification
Young Enterprise Qualification from OCR (you must have 
done the YE Company Programme to be entered for this).  
This carries UCAS points.

Or, IFS (Independent Financial Service Qualification)

Elective 5: Language
An additional language at GSCE or A Level which will  
be delivered in a short course format for conversational 
business purposes.

Elective 6: IT for Business 
Short Course on IT to include:
• Web design
• Social Media for Business
• Use of Publisher/Word and Excel

Elective 7
Evidence of running your own 
business/enterprise. This will need to 
be a real business and evidence must 
be provided, including sales records 
and accounts.

Elective 8
Personal Elective which may relate to 
business. This elective would need to 
be negotiated and may relate to specific 
business or charitable project that you 
may undertake during the course of the 
two years

The Business Diploma
Complete four core element for up to 160 credits. These 
are compulsory units.

Four electives for 40 additional credits.

Diploma is out of 200 credits.
• Distinction* (D*) – 200 credits
• Distinction (D) – 190 + credits
• Merit (M) – 180 + credits
• Pass (P) – 170 credits
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Picture
Haydn West was a dedicated, creative student who studied 
both Art and Photography at A Level. His Art projects were 
based on ‘Architectural Features’ and ‘Tea Ceremonies’ using 
drawing, painting and printmaking to produce a wide range 
of responses – from expressive drawings to photorealist oil 
paintings. 

“Clayesmore gave me an amazing opportunity to take 
both Art and Photography at A Level, and the support I 
had from the departments is incredible. The work, media 
and techniques I was exposed to taught me what it takes 
to produce successful artwork.”

In Photography, Haydn 
produced sensitive 
and thought provoking 
images. His work 
investigated black and 
white documentary 
photography and he 
also produced some 
hauntingly beautiful 
work during an 
ambitious project to 
record the energy 
and movement of 
scientific experiments 
entitled ‘freezing 
motion’. To further 
his knowledge and 
support his University 

THIS!
applications, Haydn also completed an Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ) based on Photography.

“I also produced a large amount of work for Comins Tea 
House, a speciality tea company that sells fine loose  
leaf tea, photographing their unique teas and teaware  
in interesting and artistic ways.  

In my Lower Sixth year I talked to staff and sixth formers 
explaining the process behind fine quality loose leaf tea 
and the difference between Black, Oolong, Green and White 
teas. The incredible knowledge I gained from Comins Tea 
House has really helped my public speaking skills and gave 
me a massive confidence boost when talking about such a 
specialist subject.”

Haydn decided at the beginning of his A Levels that he 
wanted to pursue a creative career and tailored his subject 
choices to fit his requirements. He ended up achieving A* in 
both Art and Photography, as well as a a B in English and has 
spend the year since he left Clayesmore working with Comins 
Tea House. He has travelled around England promoting fine 
loose tea and journeyed to China to help the company source 
a new range of teas. This gave him a great opportunity to take 
lots of interesting photographs. 

Haydn is working for Comins for one more year before studying 
Photography at university. 

Haydn West



Course 
Directory
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Read this first – essential subjects for specific university courses

 Mathematics 
42 Mathematics
43 Further Mathematics

 Science
44 Biology
45 Chemistry
46 Physics
47 Psychology

 Languages and Literature
48 English Language and Literature
49 German
50 French
51 Spanish
52 Latin

 Humanities
53 Business
54 Economics
55 Geography
56 History

 Creative Subjects
57 Art and Design
58 Design and Technology
59 Music
60 Photography

 BTECs
62 Applied Science
63 Hospitality
64 IT
65 Music Technology
66 Performing or Production Arts
67 Sport
68 Travel and Tourism

 Other aspects of  
Sixth Form life
69 Learning Support Centre
70 English as an Additional  
 Language
71 Young Enterprise
72 Duke of Edinburgh Award
73 University Advice and Careers

Contents
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Many subjects at many universities do not have specific A Level 
requirements as a condition of entry. However, if you want to study 
any of the following subjects at university you MUST follow the advice 
indicated. If you do not do so you are unlikely to be offered a place so, 
do check this list carefully before you finalise your choice of A Levels.

Accountancy
Any A Levels are acceptable, but GCSE Maths must be at grade B or 
above. Maths and a Humanities subject at A Level to demonstrate 
numeracy and literacy skills would be a strong combination.

Architecture
Art and / or Design and Technology with preferably either or both 
Maths and Physics.

Art and Design
Art followed by a Foundation year before University.

Business Management
Any A Levels are acceptable, but most candidates would have 
taken Business Studies, and a language is useful. A grade A or B in 
Maths GCSE may be required by the top universities.

Computer Science
Physics and Maths are essential.

Dentistry
Chemistry and Biology are essential, and it is preferable to have 
Physics and / or Maths.

Economics
A Level Maths is essential for entry to Russell Group universities 
and AS Maths is recommended for courses at other institutions. 
Some BA degrees do not require Maths.

Engineering
Maths and Physics, although some universities will accept Design 
and Technology instead of Physics. Chemistry would be useful for 
areas such as Materials Science.

Law
Essay writing and analytical subjects. Top universities would 
expect English and History to be the core subjects.

Medicine
Chemistry and Biology are essential and preferably Physics  
and / or Maths. If Physics and Maths are not studied at A Level it is 
expected that a grade A would have been gained at GCSE. The very 
best candidates for medicine might take an Arts subject as their 4th 
or 5th AS.

Nursing
Biology. Some universities now accept BTEC Applied Science.

Nutrition / Food Science
Biology and / or Chemistry.

Physiotherapy
Biology

Psychology
Most courses will require at least one Science subject and at least a 
grade B in Maths GCSE. Psychology at A Level is not required.

Radiography
At least one Science.

Sports Science
Most courses require a Science subject.

Teaching (Primary School)
One A Level must be in a national curriculum subject i.e. English, 
Maths, Science or ICT, and applicants need at least GCSE grade C 
in English, Maths and a Science.

Veterinary Science
Chemistry and Biology and preferably Physics or Maths

Competitive universities – a note
Some competitive universities do not view all A Levels as of equal 
worth, though they might not always admit this in public. Therefore, 
students hoping to go to a top university need to be cautious about 
taking two ‘non-traditional’ A Levels. They should take advice from 
Mrs Newland or Miss Jacks before finalising their subject choices.

Essential subjects for Specific 
University Courses
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Mathematics A Level aims to enable 
students to:
• understand mathematics and mathematical processes in a way 

that promotes confidence, fosters enjoyment and provides a 
strong foundation for progress to further study

• extend their range of mathematical skills and techniques

• understand coherence and progression in mathematics and 
how different areas of mathematics are connected

• apply mathematics in other fields of study and be aware of 
the relevance of mathematics to the world of work and to 
situations in society in general 

• use their mathematical knowledge to make logical and 
reasoned decisions in solving problems both within pure 
mathematics and in a variety of contexts, and communicate the 
mathematical rationale for these decisions clearly

• read and comprehend mathematical arguments, including 
justifications of methods and formulae, and communicate their 
understanding

A Level Mathematics has now been reformed and the new course 
is studied over two years. At the end of the first year students will 
not have covered sufficient content to enable them to sit the AS 
exams. The department structures delivery of the course to enable 
committed mathematicians to achieve the best possible A Level 
result after two years’ study. However, after two years a student 
could choose to sit the AS qualification instead of the A Level 
qualification; this would be especially wise if a lower grade in the  
A Level is forecast.

Further information
Studying mathematics in the Sixth Form is both demanding 
and challenging. However, it can be an extremely rewarding 
experience if you are prepared to put in time and effort. If you 
enjoy mathematics and feel confident with the work you have met 
so far at GCSE, then you should consider Mathematics A Level. 
The subject is studied to a wider degree and to a greater depth 
than at GCSE level. The approach is more rigorous and success 
depends upon the ability to understand concepts, solve problems 
independently and to use the language and notation of the subject 
correctly. There is a continued emphasis on the application of 
mathematics, but the approach is more analytical than at GCSE 
level.

Experience shows that candidates with at least a grade 7 at GCSE 
encounter fewer problems with bridging the gap between GCSE 
and A Level. Ideally A Level mathematicians will have achieved a 
grade 8 or 9 at GCSE. Attempting A Level Mathematics from GCSE 
grade 6 or below will require a great deal of commitment from the 
student if a pass grade is to be achieved. All students are expected 
to undertake preparatory work over the summer holidays to ensure 
they are ready to begin the course.

Mathematics has wide applications in industry, business, finance, 
science, technology and many other subjects and mathematics 
qualifications can help you towards a future career in these areas. 
There is currently a national shortage of qualified mathematicians 
and recent studies have shown that those who have taken  
A Level Mathematics increase their earning potential whatever 
their choice of degree. Mathematics A Level is seen as a good 
preparation for almost any course in Higher Education and it will 
keep open a range of career options, including the Civil Service, 
Administration, Engineering, Accountancy, Banking, Computing, 
Medicine, Industrial Research and Business Management.

Mathematics
Board: to be decided
Specification: to be decided
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A Level Further Mathematics has now been reformed and the 
new course is studied over two years. At the end of the first year 
students will not have covered sufficient content to enable them to 
sit the AS exams. The department structures delivery of the course 
to enable committed mathematicians to achieve the best possible 
A Level result after two years’ study. However, after two years a 
student could choose to sit the AS qualification instead of the  
A Level qualification, this would be especially wise if a grade U in 
the A Level is forecast.

Further information
Studying Further Mathematics will deliver a huge sense of reward 
and achievement to those who are capable of pursuing the subject 
at the highest level. A genuine love of mathematics is a  
pre-requisite and ideally you will have a grade 8 or 9 at GCSE.  
You will also need to complete some preparatory work over the 
summer holidays.

If you want to study Engineering or Mathematics at university then 
you should seriously consider Further Mathematics A Level. You 
will have the opportunity to explore the subject in much greater 
depth and pursue your own particular areas of interest. Studying 
Further Mathematics requires you to also study Mathematics.

Further Mathematics provides an excellent foundation for 
further study of Mathematics, Engineering and Astrophysics, as 
much of the work covered is also seen in the first year of many 
undergraduate degree programmes in these disciplines. Thus it 
will provide a head start if you intend to pursue a degree in one of 
these fields.

Further Mathematics
Board: to be decided
Specification: to be decided
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Units for first year of A Level
1. Biological molecules

2. Cells

3. Organisms exchange substances with their environment

4. Genetic information, variation & relationship between organisms

Units for second year of A Level
5. Energy transfers in & between organisms

6. Organisms respond to changes in their internal & external 
environments

7. Genetics, populations, evolution & ecosystems

8. The control of gene expression

Method of assessment
Three written exams, each of 2 hours, comprising a mixture 
of short, long and structured answers, covering all taught and 
practical skills.

Practical work is an important part of this course. The exam  
board specifies which practical topics should be covered but  
the understanding of practical techniques will be tested in the 
written exams. 

Biology
Board: AQA
Specification: A Level 2410

Further information
To perform well in Biology at A Level you should have obtained 
at least grade B in separate sciences for Biology and Chemistry, or 
a grade B or above for Core and Additional Science. Mathematical 
skills will comprise 10% of the Biology exams and, ideally, you 
will need to have achieved at least a grade B at GCSE in Maths to 
cope with the mathematical demands of the subject. Achieving at 
least a grade B in English Language GCSE suggests you will have 
the ability to write longer answer questions, including a synoptic 
essay at A Level. 

The Biology specification aims to nurture a passion for Biology 
and lay the foundations for further study and careers in Biological 
Sciences, Environmental Sciences, Sports Science, Nursing, 
Medicine and Veterinary Science.
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Units
1 Physical chemistry 

Atomic structure, amount of substance, bonding, energetics, 
kinetics, chemical equilibria, Le Chatelier’s principle and Kc, 
oxidation, reduction and redox equations, thermodynamics, 
rate equations, equilibrium constant Kp for homogeneous 
systems, electrode potentials and electrochemical cells, acids 
and bases.

2  Inorganic chemistry 
Periodicity, Group 2, the alkaline earth metals, Group 7(17), 
the halogens, properties of period 3 elements and their oxides, 
transition metals, reactions of ions in aqueous solution.

3  Organic chemistry 
Introduction to organic chemistry, Alkanes, Halogenoalkanes, 
Alkenes, Alcohols, Organic analysis, optical isomerism, 
Aldehydes and ketones, Carboxylic acids and derivatives, 
Aromatic chemistry, Amines, Polymers, Amino acids, proteins 
and DNA, organic synthesis, Nuclear magnetic resonance 
spectroscopy, Chromatography.

Method of assessment
Three 2 hour examinations

1. 105 marks 35% of A Level. Physical and Inorganic Chemistry. 
Relevant practical skills.

2. 105 marks 35% of A Level. Physical and Organic Chemistry. 
Relevant practical skills.

3. 90 marks 30% of A Level. Any content and any practical skills.

Chemistry
Board: AQA
Specification: A7405

Further information
A Level Chemistry helps you develop a number of skills such 
as how to assemble data and assess it, investigate facts and use 
deduction, and work as a team to achieve results.

Chemistry is a challenging subject that requires strong 
mathematical skills and an ability to apply these to complex 
scenarios. For this reason, it is helpful to have at least a B in 
Mathematics at GCSE. In order to succeed in Chemistry in the 
Sixth Form it would also be anticipated that students have a 
minimum of a B in separate Chemistry GCSE or an A/B in core and 
additional science. If candidates have Double Award Combined 
Science there will be some topics in which extra support and 
preparation will be necessary to create a solid foundation for the A 
Level Chemistry course. 

Chemistry is an important subject for anyone who wants a career 
in health and clinical professions, such as medicine, veterinary 
science, nursing, biochemistry, dentistry or forensic science. It 
will also equip you for a career in industry; for example, in the 
petrochemical or pharmaceutical industries.
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Units
Compulsory:
1. Measurements and their errors

2. Particles and radiation

3. Waves

4. Mechanics and materials

5. Electricity

6. Further mechanics and thermal physics

7. Fields and their consequences

8. Nuclear physics. 

Chosen option:
12.  Turning points in Physics 

Method of assessment
Three examinations

1. Paper 1 hours, 34% of A Level  
(Sections 1 to 5 and 6.1 (Periodic motion))

2. Paper 2: 2 hours, 34% of A Level  
(Sections 6.2 (Thermal Physics), 7 and 8)

3. Paper 3: 2 hours, 32% of A Level  
(Practical skills and data analysis and one of the four options  
of sections 9 to 12)

Papers 1 and 2 consist of 60 marks of short and long answer 
questions and 25 multiple choice questions on content. Paper 3 
only contains short and long answer questions.

Physics
Board: AQA
Specification: A7408

Further information
Either GCSE/IGCSE Physics or a Double Award Combined Science 
course is suitable preparation for the course. Achieving grade B 
or above in all your Physics modules would be a recommended 
minimum start point. A good performance in GCSE Mathematics 
is also important. Studying A Level or AS Mathematics would be 
advantageous but is not essential. Past students have achieved up 
to grade A without doing so. A strong interest in and aptitude for 
Physics is more important. 

A Level Physics focuses on solving problems concerning the way 
the physical world works, from the scale of the universe to inside 
the nucleus. You learn how both numerical data and abstract 
thought can be used to explain and compare observed phenomena 
and you also learn about the limitations of measurements, and the 
applicability of theories, models and formulae. We look at how 
theories and ideas have evolved and changed and at the need for 
theory and experiment to be mutually supportive.

In Physics you will learn skills which are directly applicable in 
many professions and careers: Engineering, Mathematics, Science, 
Medicine, Accountancy, Architecture and ICT are the obvious ones 
but many other professions also have a fair share of people trained 
in Physics.
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Units
1:  Psychology: Past to Present (33% of qualification)

 Five psychological approaches: biological, behavioural, 
psychodynamic, cognitive and positive.

2:  Psychology: Investigating Behaviour (33% of qualification)

• Principles of research 
How psychological investigations are carried out.

 This unit will introduce students to the methodologies used by 
psychologists and they will gain an appreciation of the impact 
of choices made on the outcomes of the research.

• Personal investigations 
Two investigative activities are carried out prior to the 
assessment.

 Students are encouraged to use ICT in researching, designing, 
analysing and presenting their investigation. Students will be 
expected to apply their knowledge of research methods to each 
investigation, including: hypotheses; variables; methodology; 
sampling; descriptive statistics; graphical representations; 
inferential statistics; reliability; validity; ethics.

• Application of research methods to a novel scenario 
Compulsory questions requiring a response to a piece of 
research.

 Students need to apply their knowledge and understanding 
of research methods to novel research scenarios, making 
judgements on the details of psychological research.

3:  Psychology: Implications in the Real World (33% of 
qualification)

• Applications 
A choice of three structured questions from six on 
psychological behaviours, such as criminal behaviours, 
schizophrenia, stress and addictive behaviours.

Psychology
Board: Eduqas
Specification: 601/6044/5

4: Controversies

 One question from a choice of two requiring a synoptic 
exploration of psychological controversies, such as cultural 
bias, scientific status of psychology and ethical costs of 
conducting research. 

Method of assessment
Three examination papers

Component 1: 2 hours 15 minutes 

Component 2: 2 hours 15 minutes

Component 3: 2 hours 15 minutes

Further information
This course will provide you with the skills to understand both the 
foundations of psychology and the applications at an individual and 
societal level. This is achieved through studying the approaches to 
psychology alongside a significant enquiry into the basis of these 
approaches. This then allows you to evaluate the role of psychology 
in such areas as healthcare, education, sport or crime. 

The exams consist of short-answer answer questions as well as data 
response questions, including some mathematical elements and 
essay-style questions.  

You do not need to have studied any particular subject at GCSE 
level for this course but some of the work done in Biology, Physical 
Education and Mathematics will be useful. It will be important to 
develop the ability to write evaluative essays.

Psychology has relevance in many different disciplines across 
the science and social science spectrum and would be a valuable 
addition to any university application in these areas. It is a course 
designed to give you a flavour of what university education will 
be like and will therefore provide you with the appropriate skills 
to take on this challenge. It also has relevance in a vast array 
of industries including medicine, business management, sport 
psychology and government.
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English Language  
and Literature
Board: Eduqas
Specification: 601/5022/1

Units
1. Poetry and Prose (30% of qualification)
 Poetry: the anthology covers a range of poetry from the late 

sixteenth century to 1914. Students will be introduced to 
the historical development of the English language, the rich 
heritage of writing poetry, as well as illustrating the variation 
in poetic content and style over time.

 Prose: students will study one prose fiction text.

2. Drama (30% of qualification)
 Students will be introduced to drama texts from different 

times. While students will engage critically with the texts 
as works of literature, this unit also offers opportunities 
for exploring the richness of the English language and its 
historical development set within the context of when the texts 
were produced and received. 
Section A is based on the study of one Shakespeare play. 
Section B is based on the study of one post-1900 drama text.

3. Non-Literary Texts (20% of qualification)
 Section A: Students will explore connections across a wide 

range of texts. This unit encourages extensive wider reading 
of spoken and written texts from different times and provides 
opportunities for students to select appropriate methods of 
analysis when exploring non-literary texts such as: spoken 
transcriptions, advertisements, autobiographies, biographies, 
travel writing, journalism, information texts, instructional 
texts, letters, reports, speeches, specialist publications. 
Section B is based on the study of one non-literary prose text.

4. Critical and Creative Genre Study (20% of qualification)
 Section A: students will write a 1500-word study based on the 

reading of a prose text. 
Section B: students will produce two pieces of writing: one 
must be literary in style and the other non-literary.

Method of assessment
Three 2 hour written examination at the end of Year 13 
Three non-exam assessments totalling 3200-3500 words

Further information
This two year A Level course is designed to offer you a broad and 
exciting experience of English Language and Literature. Whilst 
there is a lot of reading and detailed technical analysis required for 
this course, anyone with a love of words and reading will find this 
easily manageable. 

Essay writing is a major part of the course and you will be taught 
how to write essays and how to structure your argument, as well 
as learning to appreciate and evaluate the opinions and views of 
others. Learning to think, write and speak logically and developing 
the confidence to express yourself will be of clear benefit to 
whatever career or university course you choose in the future. But 
English is so much more than that!

“Words... They’re innocent, neutral, precise, standing for this, 
describing that, meaning the other, so if you look after them you 
can build bridges across incomprehension and chaos. But when 
they get their corners knocked off, they’re no good any more... 
I don’t think writers are sacred, but words are. They deserve 
respect.” Tom Stoppard.
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Content
Four themes and two works are studied over the course of the two 
years: 

Themes
Social Issues and trends

1. Aspects of German-speaking society 
The changing state of the family; the digital world; youth 
culture: fashion and trends

2. Multiculturalism in German-speaking society 
Immigration; integration; racism

Political and Artistic Culture

3. Artistic culture in the German-speaking world 
Festivals and traditions; art and architecture; cultural life in 
Berlin (past and present)

4. Aspects of political life in the German-speaking world 
Germany and the European Union; politics and youth; German 
re-unification and its consequences.

Works
Works will include one book and either another book or a film.

Method of assessment
Three examinations

1. Listening, reading and writing: 2 hours 30 minutes (50%)

2. Writing (Two essays: one film, one book): 2 hours (20%)

3. Speaking: 21 to 23 minutes (30%)

Further information
The course involves a mixture of various learning activities, 
including oral work, discussion in class and with the German 
conversation assistant, grammar practice, reading, listening, 
multi-media work in the language lab, and writing essays in 
German. There is no coursework in German A Level, but you 
will be required to develop your research skills and undertake 
an independent project for the oral exam on a subject of personal 
interest relating to Germany.

If you study German in the Sixth Form you will develop fluency in 
speaking German, which is the most-widely spoken mother tongue 
in Europe. This fluency will stay with you for the rest of your life. 
The course is stimulating and interesting, and you will have an 
opportunity in the Sixth Form to take part in our long-running 
exchange to Düsseldorf. 

The facilities and resources for learning languages at Clayesmore 
are excellent, with access to a range of online resources and 
conversation lessons available with a native speaker. The 
German society meets at least once a term and you will have the 
opportunity to practice your German in an informal context with 
German students.

The fluency you develop in the Sixth Form will enable you to 
study in a number of different European countries, should you 
wish to do so. It will also give you an advantage in the job market 
with 50% of employers rating German as more useful to their 
businesses than other languages. Your fluency may well lead 
to opportunities to work in German-speaking Europe. Germany 
continues to be Britain’s most important trading partner.

German
Board: AQA     
Specification: 7662
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Content
Four themes and two works are studied over the course of the  
two years.

Themes
1. Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends 

The changing nature of family; the ‘cyber-society’, the place of 
voluntary work

2. Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues 
Positive features of a diverse society; life for the marginalised; 
how criminals are treated

3. Artistic culture in the French-speaking world 
A culture proud of its heritage, contemporary francophone 
music, cinema: the 7th art form

4. Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world 
Teenagers, the right to vote and political commitment, 
Demonstrations, strikes – who holds the power?, Politics and 
immigration

Works
One film and one book will be studied, which relate to one or more 
of the themes above.

Method of assessment
Three examinations

1. Listening, reading and writing: 2 hour 30 minutes (50%)

2. Writing 2 essays: 2 hours (20%)

3. Speaking: 21 to 23 minutes (30%)

Further information
The course involves a mixture of various learning activities, 
including oral work, discussion in class and with the French 
conversation assistant, grammar practice, reading, listening, use 
of multi-media work and online resources and writing essays in 
French. There is no coursework in A Level French but students 
have to do an independent research project on a chosen topic in 
preparation for the oral exam.

If you study French in the Sixth Form you will develop fluency in 
speaking French, which is an international language spoken not 
only in France, but in many other countries around the world. This 
fluency will stay with you for the rest of your life. The course is 
stimulating and interesting, and you will have an opportunity in 
the Sixth Form to take part in our trip to the Vercors and/or our trip 
to a language school in Nice on the French Riviera. They will take 
place on alternate years.

The facilities and resources for learning languages at Clayesmore 
are excellent, with conversation lessons available with a native 
speaker.

The fluency you develop in the Sixth Form will enable you to take 
advantage of EU Erasmus scholarship funding to study in France 
in the future, should you wish to do so. It will also give you an 
advantage in the job market, with nearly 50% of employers in this 
country rating French as more useful to their businesses than other 
languages. Your fluency may well lead to opportunities to work 
in French speaking countries around the world, including France, 
Switzerland, Belgium, Luxembourg, Canada and a large number of 
countries in Africa.

French
Board: AQA
Specification: 7652 / 7651
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Content
Four themes and two works are studied over the course of the  
two years

Themes
Social issues and trends

1. Aspects of Hispanic society 
Modern and traditional values; cyberspace; equal rights

2. Multiculturalism in Hispanic society 
Immigration racism; integration

Political and artistic culture

3. Artistic culture in the Hispanic world 
Modern day idols; Spanish regional identity; cultural heritage

4. Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world 
Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens; monarchies and 
dictatorships; popular movements

Works
Works will include one book and either another book or a film.

Method of assessment
Three examination papers:

1. Listening, reading and writing: 2 hours 30 minutes (50%)

2. Writing (Two essays: one film, one book): 2 hours (20%)

3. Speaking: 21 - 23 minutes (30%)

Further information
The course involves a mixture of various learning activities, 
including oral work, discussion in class and with the Spanish 
conversation assistant, grammar practice, reading, listening, 
multimedia work in the language lab, translating into and out of 
the language, and writing summaries and essays in Spanish. There 
is no coursework in Spanish A Level, but you will be required to 
develop your research skills and undertake an independent project 
for the oral exam on a subject of personal interest relating to Spain 
or a country where Spanish is spoken.

If you study Spanish in the Sixth Form you will develop fluency in 
speaking Spanish, which is the second most-widely spoken mother 
tongue in the world. This fluency will stay with you for the rest of 
your life. The course is stimulating and interesting, and you will 
have an opportunity in the Sixth Form to take part in our long-
running study trip to Granada. 

The facilities and resources for learning languages at Clayesmore 
are excellent, with conversation lessons available with a native 
speaker.

The fluency you develop in the Sixth Form will enable you to 
study or travel in a number of different Latin American countries 
as well as Spain, should you wish to do so. Your fluency may well 
lead to opportunities to work in Spain, Central or South America.

Spanish
Board: AQA
Specification: 7692
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The A Level is split evenly between study of language and 
literature, with four exams in total; two for language, two for 
literature and 50% attributed to each.

Content
In the Lower Sixth students will study Cicero’s Pro Milone and 
Verse texts will be four assorted poems of Ovid, Tibullus and 
Propertius. In the Upper Sixth students will study Tacitus’ Annals 
Book I and Virgil’s Aeneid Book X.

Methods of assessment
Language
2 x exams (50%)

This section is divided between unseen translation examined in 
1hr ¾ for 33% and a choice of comprehension or English-Latin 
prose composition examined in 1hr ¼ for 17%.

There is no prescribed list and students learn a variety of 
vocabulary across the course to prepare them for unseen passages 
in verse and prose.

Literature
2 x 2 hour exams (50%)

Further information
Latin A Level would be suitable for someone who has achieved 
a good pass at GCSE Latin and who is keen to take their study to 
the next level. Latin caters for both logical and creative minds: 
the complexities and logical structures of the language might well 
suit a mathematician, whereas the extraordinarily beautiful and 
powerful literature would appeal to those with an artistic streak.  
If you have inclinations in both directions, this is definitely the 
subject for you!  

Latin A Level looks good on any CV. It shows that you can 
think – really think! – and analyse complex issues; that you will 
undoubtedly have an excellent grasp of the English language 
(roughly half of English words are derived from Latin); and yet you 
will also be able to discuss some of the world’s finest literature at 
office drinks parties! Do not discount Latin A Level just because 
you are a scientist or a mathematician. If you enjoyed GCSE, you 
will love AS, and it will be worthwhile taking, even if you do not 
go on to study A2.

Latin
Board: OCR
Syllabus: H443
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Units
1. Business Opportunities and Functions

2. Business Analysis and Strategy

3. Business in a Changing World

Method of assessment
1. Written examination: 2 hours and 15 mins – 33% of qualification 

Section A: compulsory short answer questions. 
Section B: compulsory data response questions.

2. Written examination: 2 hours and 15 mins – 33% of qualification 
Compulsory data response and structured questions.

3. Written examination: 2 hours and 15 mins – 33% of qualification 
Section A: compulsory questions based on a case study. 
Section B: one synoptic essay from a choice of three to assess 
all of the A Level subject content.

Business
Board: Eduqas
Specification: A510QSL

Further information
The focus of the course is to nurture an enthusiasm for studying 
business using contemporary contexts, allowing learners to develop 
an appreciation of the strategic, complex and inter-related nature of 
business issues from a local to a global perspective. Students will 
be helped to understand the nature and working of business and 
industry. They will develop the ability to recognise, define, analyse 
and evaluate problems based on real business case studies. It is like 
being taken backstage, helping to understand some of the things that 
go on behind the scenes. Students will look at factors outside the 
control of a business which have a big impact on its operations – 
such as the law, technology, ethics and social change.

Business is a broad-based discipline, with elements of psychology, 
economics, sociology, politics, geography and technology. You must 
read, investigate and take a genuine interest in the outside world – 
this is not a purely classroom or textbook based subject.

Many of the students who take Business Studies at Clayesmore  
go on to read a related degree subject at university, such as 
Business Management, Management Science, Economics, 
Marketing or Accountancy.
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Units
1. Economic Principles

2. Exploring Economic Behaviour

3. Evaluating Economic Models and Policies 

Method of assessment
1. Written examination: 1 hour 30 mins – 30% of qualification.

2. Written examination: 2 hours 30 mins – 30% of qualification.

3. Written examination: 2 hours 30 mins – 40% of qualification.

Economics
Board: Eduqas
Specification: A52OQSL

Further information
Few decisions are taken that are not influenced to some degree by 
economics. Economics is, in essence, about the allocation of scarce 
resources. The reason we face economic problems individually and 
as a nation is that none of us can have all we want – we live in a 
world of scarcity. As a result of this we all have to make choices.

You will have to make a choice about how you will decide to earn 
an income and how you will spend it. You must vote for politicians 
who decide how much of your income to tax and how to spend 
the tax revenues. You will purchase products from businesses that 
decide how much to buy from, and sell to, the rest of the world. 
Economics is studied because the economic system that we have 
helps to determine our political, social, religious and personal 
environment.

Taking Economics A Level will give you the opportunity to develop 
an understanding of how the economy works and, through concepts 
and theories, you will consider current economic issues and how 
they affect your everyday life. The course is designed to provide 
you with the knowledge and skills that will stimulate an interest in 
the subject and the world around you and will enable you to have a 
critical appreciation of current economic issues and their impact on 
society.

It is not necessary to have studied Economics prior to the A Level 
course, although an interest in economic issues is important. 
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Areas of study:
There are four areas of study:

1. Dynamic landscapes

2. Dynamic places

3. Physical systems and sustainability

4. Human systems and geopolitics

These four areas of study are assessed across three different papers 
and an independent coursework investigation.

Papers 1 and 2

These papers will offer an issues-based approach to studying 
Geography, enabling you to explore and evaluate contemporary 
geographical questions and issues, such as the consequences 
of globalisation, responses to hazards, water insecurity, coastal 
management, regenerating places, superpowers, migration, 
carbocycles and climate change. Both papers will afford you the 
opportunity to develop an in-depth understanding of physical 
and human geography, the complexity of people and environment 
questions and issues, and to become critical, reflective and 
independent learners. Paper 1 will explore areas of study 1 and 3. 
Paper 2 will explore areas of study 2 and 4.

Paper 3

You will answer a synoptic paper. To answer the questions posed, 
you will draw on your understanding of all four areas of study 
covered in papers 1 and 2, key skills learned throughout the course 
and information from a resource booklet provided in the exam.

Coursework Investigation

You will complete a 3000-4000 word coursework investigation, 
based on an issue from the course. The investigation will require 
you to create a focus for your fieldwork, plan your data collection, 
present your results, analyse your data, draw conclusions and 
evaluate the entire process.

Method of assessment 
Paper 1: 2 hours 15 minutes (30% of A Level)

Paper 2: 2 hours 15 minutes (30% of A Level)

Paper 3: 2 hours 15 minutes (20% of A Level)

Coursework: 3000-4000 word investigation (20% of A Level)

Further information
There will be fieldwork in the Lower Sixth and an exciting 
residential fieldtrip in the Upper Sixth to an as yet unknown 
destination! These will meet the A Level requirement of a 
minimum of four days of fieldwork and enable you to collect the 
data for your coursework investigation.

It is not necessary to have studied Geography at GCSE to undertake 
the A Level. The course would suit those who have done well at, or 
enjoyed, GCSE English, Maths and Science.

Above all, you will need to have a keen interest in the world 
around you, be it in the formation of landscapes, managing 
hazards, causes of migration or political power and influence.

Career-wise, Geography opens doors! It is a brilliant and exciting 
first step to a wide range of higher education courses and / or 
employment opportunities.

Geography
Board: Edexcel
Specification: 9GEO
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History
Board: Edexcel
Specification: Year 12 – Route C Option 1C; Year 13 – Option 35.2 and Coursework

Units
Year 12
Revolutions in early modern and modern Europe Britain,  
1625–1701: conflict, revolution and settlement.

The options in Route C are linked by the theme of revolutions that 
span the early modern and modern periods. Students will study 
the causes and course of their chosen revolutions, and the outcome 
for the people of Britain and Russia.

Paper 1: Option 1C: Britain, 1625–1701: conflict, revolution and 
settlement

Students will learn about key features of monarchical and 
republican rule in Britain in the seventeenth century, set within 
the context of broader social, economic and religious change. This 
option also contains a study in depth of historical interpretation: 
how revolutionary, in the years to 1701, was the Glorious 
Revolution of 1688–89?

Paper 2: Option 2C.2 Russia in revolution, 1894–1924

This option comprises a study in depth of the causes, course and 
consolidation of the Russian Revolution of 1917, which had a 
momentous effect on twentieth-century Russia and throughout the 
modern world. 

Year 13
Paper 3: Option 35.2: The British experience of warfare,  
c1790–1918

This option comprises two parts: a focus on long-term changes and 
a look in detail at some key episodes of the period. Together, the 
breadth and depth of topics explore the British experience of war 
in different aspects of major overseas conflicts and the changing 
relationship between the state and the people as the government 
attempted to create an effective fighting machine and prepare the 
people for war. 

Paper 4: Coursework

The purpose of this coursework is to enable students to develop 
skills in the analysis and evaluation of interpretations of history 
in a chosen question, problem or issue as part of an independently 
researched assignment. The focus is on understanding the nature 
and purpose of the work of the historian. Students will be required 
to form a critical view based on relevant reading on the question, 
problem or issue. They will also be specifically required to analyse, 
explain and evaluate the interpretations of three historians. 

Method of assessment
Three exams at the end of Year 13 of between 2 and 2½ hours 
in addition to coursework marked by the school with external 
moderation.

Further information
The exams are mainly based on writing essays, though you will 
also be looking at and commenting on sources. It is not essential to 
have done History GCSE to do A Level but of course it does help. 
It would suit those who have done well at GCSE in either English 
or History or both. There is a fair amount of reading and writing 
involved, but the best qualification of all is to have a real interest 
in the subject. That interest will make the A Level a pleasure rather 
than a duty.

You will learn how to marshal evidence to support an argument. 
You will develop the ability to articulate clear, logical and 
persuasive statements of a point of view both orally and in writing.

Managers in industry and commerce, politicians, civil servants, 
barristers and solicitors, journalists and broadcasters, librarians 
and archivists – all of these professions have more than their 
fair share of people trained in History. It is an excellent general 
educational background as well as a sound training for the mind.
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Art and Design
Board: AQA
Syllabus: 7202

Units
Year 12
1. Development of Coursework Portfolio. Candidates are required 

to produce a portfolio of studio work. This should include a wide 
range of media, techniques and processes as well as contextual 
understanding in the form of artist studies and research. The 
portfolio should also include a range of observational drawing; 
for example, life-drawing and still life studies. Students will also 
produce an extended personal project.

Year 13
2. Personal Investigation. Candidates submit a major project 

based on a theme of their choice. This project has to be 
supported by a critical study, which is relevant to the 
practical topic. The study (or essay) should consist of 
between 1500 and 3000 words and include images of relevant 
artworks.

3 The External Assignment. Candidates select one starting 
point from an early release question paper and have at least 
four weeks to plan and prepare. This is followed by a fifteen 
hour controlled session, during which the students develop 
their project towards a final outcome.

Method of assessment
1. Coursework – ‘Personal Investigation’. Non-exam assessment 

set and marked by the centre and moderated by the board 
during a visit to the centre.

2. External Assignment – Non-exam assessment set by AQA, 
marked by the centre and moderated by AQA during a visit to 
the centre in June.

Further information
A Level Art offers an exciting opportunity to explore a wide range 
of different disciplines, including fine art, ceramics, craft, textiles 
or lens based approaches. This course is designed for keen artists 
who have enthusiasm and commitment for the subject, and have 
achieved a C or better at GCSE. Each student is encouraged to 
develop their own creative path that is supported by workshops, 
studio practice, contextual research and gallery visits. A Level Art is 
run as a two-year linear course and is structured in such a way so as 
to enable students to develop the skills and confidence to produce 
meaningful and personal coursework projects in the first and 
second year. Students will be supported and guided through their 
learning with the use of one to one tutorials and target setting. Extra-
curricular life drawing and workshops also form an integral part of 
the A Level experience. 

The course offers a fantastic opportunity for individual creativity 
and independent thought.
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Likely content
Year 12
1. Material, Components and Application 

The following topics will be covered: the physical and 
mechanical properties in a broad range of materials and 
components; the broader issues for the designer including 
the environmental sustainability of products and their 
manufacture; methods in which materials and components 
can be manipulated to manufacture products; Health and 
Safety issues relevant to working with materials; computer 
aided design (CAD) and computer aided manufacture (CAM); 
ergonomics and anthropometrics, inclusive design, and 
consumer safety, and the life cycle of products including 
manufacture, use and functional aspects and final disposal.

2. Learning Through Designing and Making 
Coursework.

Year 13
3. Design and Manufacture 

The following topics will be covered: classifying materials 
and identifying, testing and comparing their application 
to product manufacture; the implications of Health and 
Safety as an element of design activity; examination of 
alternative designs and redesigning existing products; use 
of natural resources, materials utilisation, conservation, 
waste disposal/management, pollution, recycling; the use of 
CAM for industrial production; moral, economic, social and 
environmental responsibilities of the designer and planning 
production procedures and methods.

4. Design and Making Practice 
Coursework.

Method of assessment
To be confirmed.

Further information
Product design offers you the opportunity to study, propose 
and realise prototype solutions closely linked to the real world 
of product manufacture in a range of material areas. Creative 
innovation in design is rewarded highly in this course.

It is usually a requirement to have a GCSE in the field of Design 
and Technology in order to take A Level in this subject, but where 
a pupil can prove good practical and graphical skills have been 
acquired elsewhere, and that they are very well motivated, there is 
no reason why they shouldn’t do well. 

Design and Technology at A Level will develop skills which 
are of use to you in many careers. Your technical knowledge 
of commercial practices, materials, processes, computer aided 
design, graphical communication and creative problem solving 
will be relevant to careers in media, advertising, product design, 
manufacturing, business, theatre, jewellery, automotive and 
maritime design. Many Architecture and Engineering courses 
regard an A Level in Design and Technology as a good subject to 
have studied at school.

Design and Technology    
(Product Design)
Board: to be confirmed
Syllabus: to be confirmed
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Units
1. Performing. This unit gives students the opportunity 

to perform as soloists, members of an ensemble or as 
accompanists. Students are required to prepare a nine minute 
programme of at least two contrasting pieces. The performance 
is filmed in school and sent away to be assessed by an external 
examiner.

2. Composition. This unit encourages students to develop their 
composition skills leading to the creation of two compositions 
which need to have a combined duration of at least four 
minutes and thirty seconds.

3. Listening and Appraising. This unit is assessed by means of 
a listening paper during the summer term in which students 
are given their own CD containing music extracts which 
they can play as many times as they wish. Preparation for 
this examination involves studying six set works from a 
combination of Classical and Jazz repertoires. The first two 
sections of the examination will assess the students’ ability to 
answer questions about the music they are played during the 
listening examination. The final section of the examination is a 
brief essay question relating to the classical and jazz set works.

Method of Assessment
1. Performing: 35% of A Level. The performance is filmed in 

school and sent off to be assessed by an external examiner.  
At least three pieces, total duration 10 – 15 minutes.

2. Composition: 25% of A Level. Two compositions.  
Externally assessed portfolio.

3. Listening and Appraising: 40% of A Level. Timed examination 
paper during the summer term – 2 and a half hours.

Further information
If you wish to take Music at A Level, it is essential, firstly, that you 
have studied music at GCSE and secondly, that you have practical 
skills on an instrument/voice to approximately grade 6 level. It is 
also advantageous to have studied music theory to at least grade 
5 level. Students who wish to undertake A Level Music should 
be willing to participate in a number of extra-curricular activities 
within the school that will support their studies, such as choir and 
musical ensembles, and be prepared to do the necessary practice 
on their instrument/voice to prepare for the performances.

The A Level Music course provides a sound foundation 
for courses in Music in Higher Education and employment 
possibilities which include the music industry, teaching and 
other related careers.

Music
Board: OCR 
Specification: H543
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Year 12
1. Development of Coursework Portfolio 

Candidates are required to produce a portfolio of work. This 
should include a work which explores a variety of techniques 
and processes, whilst engaging with a variety of photographic 
genres. Students are also required to develop their contextual 
understanding in the form of artist studies and research. 
Students will also produce an extended personal project.

Year 13
2. Personal Investigation 

Candidates submit a major project based on a theme of their 
choice. This project has to be supported by a critical study, 
which is relevant to the practical topic. The study (or essay) 
should consist of between 1500 and 3000 words and include 
images of relevant artworks.

3. The External Assignment 
Candidates select one starting point from an early release 
question paper and have at least four weeks to plan and 
prepare. This is followed by a fifteen hour controlled session, 
during which the students develop their project towards a final 
outcome.

Method of assessment
1. ‘Personal Investigation’. Non-exam assessment set and marked 

by the centre and moderated by the board during a visit to the 
centre. 

2. External Assignment. Non-exam assessment set by AQA, 
marked by the centre and moderated by AQA during a visit to 
the centre in June.

Further information
This course is digitally based, although students will be introduced 
to theoretical and contextual aspects of traditional processes. 
Emphasis is put on practical experience and skill development 
in digital capture and post-production. The course also requires 
candidates to develop a critical understanding of international art 
and culture; students will consider the work of both contemporary 
and historically significant artists, gaining inspiration for their 
own work. This is achieved through the exploration of relevant 
photographers and artists, as well as through gallery trips.

You will produce work in response to the exploration of a range 
of photographic media, techniques and processes and will reflect 
developing ideas and technical skills. You will also need to 
demonstrate contextual and critical understanding in the form 
of artist studies and research. You will develop your sense of 
composition through an understanding of the elements essential 
to image making, developing a portfolio that should include 
at least two of the following areas of photography: portraiture, 
landscape (rural, urban or coastal), still-life, documentary 
and photojournalism, experimental imagery or photographic 
installation. Areas may be overlapped or combined.

Photography
Board: AQA 
Specification: 7206
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Four years ago year we introduced three BTECs in IT, Sport and 
Hospitality. In September 2014 we introduced a BTEC in Travel and 
Tourism. In 2015 we introduced Performing / Production Arts to 
replace the A Level in Theatre studies and in 2016, we replaced the 
A Level in Music Technology with a BTEC and introduced Applied 
Science as a brand new BTEC subject.

The BTECs have been a resounding success, proving to be extremely 
popular with staff and students. We believe that they appeal to those 
students that prefer a more practical approach to studying. 

BTEC Level 3 Nationals are an alternative to A Levels and accepted 
as an entry requirement for universities and further education 
colleges, and are highly valued by employers. A level 3 Extended 
Certificate is equivalent to one A Level. There are four pass grades 
available in the BTECs: a starred Distinction (D*); a Distinction (D); 
a Merit (M) and a Pass (P). The D* is equivalent to an A* at A Level. 
The D is equivalent to an A Level grade A. An M is equivalent to a C 
grade at A Level. And a P is equivalent to an E grade at A Level. It is 
possible to stop at the end of the lower sixth and provided enough 
units have been completed a student could be awarded a Level 3 
BTEC Certificate, which is equivalent to an AS Level. It is possible 
to get a D*. It is also possible for some students to work on extra 
modules in a BTEC subject in order to achieve a 90-credit Diploma, 
which is the equivalent of 1.5 A Levels.

The tables below show the relationship between the BTECs, A 
Levels and the UCAS tariff. (NB this is the new UCAS tariff for 
university courses starting in 2017.)

A Level Grade BTEC 90-credit 
Diploma

BTEC 
Subsidiary 
Diploma

UCAS Tariff

D*D* 112
D*D 104
DD 96
DM 80
MM 64

A* D* 56
A MP D 48
B 40
C PP M 32
D 24
E P 16

AS Level Grade BTEC Certificate 
Grade

UCAS Tariff

D* 28
A D 24
B 20
C M 16
D 12
E P 8

Despite this equivalence with A Levels it is still the case that for 
some courses some universities will not accept a BTEC as part of an 
offer. However, over the past two years it has been our experience 
that an increasing number of Russell Group universities have been 
making offers that include a BTEC, with two traditional A Levels. 
When this is the case, they typically require a D or D* grade in the 
BTEC qualification and A or B grades in the A Levels. 

If students have a particular degree course in mind, we recommend 
that they check the university’s own course requirements. We are 
happy to advise students and parents regarding the suitability of any 
of these courses.

BTECs at Clayesmore
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This course will appeal to students who are keen to continue their 
Science after GCSE but who feel they might struggle a bit with 
either the abstract nature of some A Level Science or with the final 
examinations. The BTEC offers a coursework-based vocational 
course that will help enable you to work in a science-based career. 
This qualification is recognized by all universities as equivalent to 
one A Level.

This course is offered by Pearson/Edexcel and is a BTEC National 
2010. There are three mandatory units, which will be covered in 
Year 12. This means that students who wish to drop BTEC Science 
as they go into Year 13 will have sufficient credit to gain the BTEC 
Certificate (which carries the same UCAS points as an AS Level). 

Three mandatory units
Fundamentals of Science
This unit introduces learners to a number of fundamental scientific 
concepts in chemistry, biology and physics. Learners will develop 
vocational practical skills and knowledge of techniques through 
carrying out practical investigations. These include general skills 
such as handling and setting up laboratory apparatus; carrying 
out risk analysis; safely following laboratory procedures and 
processes; recording and analysing data; and communication skills 
in recording and using information. Equipment and apparatus 
for more specific uses will include volumetric equipment, 
microscopes and simple calorimeters. The unit also concentrates 
on the important aspect of communicating scientific information 
using the correct terminology. Learners will have the opportunity 
to present their own information using a variety of formats 
and to consider the way that information is presented within a 
professional journal. Successful completion of this unit should 
develop learners' underlying skills in simulating work carried out 
by science technicians in order to enable them to work effectively 
in industry and in analytical services.

Working in the Science Industry
The aim of this unit is to enable learners to gain the knowledge 
and skills that an employee in the science industry needs to be an 
effective, efficient and safe member of a team. You will develop a 

good understanding of the requirements of working in a laboratory, 
including safety regulations, quality systems and the application 
of Laboratory Information Management Systems (LIMS). The 
combination of these procedures, systems and regulations gives 
an appreciation of how to run an efficient, effective and safe 
laboratory. This unit is crucial in underpinning the training of 
those who work in experimental science.

Scientific Practical Techniques
The aim of this unit is to enable learners to explore the protocols 
associated with scientific investigations. The unit is based around 
working as a research scientist, setting up an idea, testing it and 
then reporting the findings. This unit is designed to allow learners 
to develop and demonstrate their science knowledge, practical and 
project management skills. The investigation should be carried out 
in stages where learners should discuss with their tutor how they 
will plan, carry out and analyse the results of their experiment and 
present it as a scientific report. Learners may be asked to carry out 
a practical investigation that has been designed by somebody else 
or to suggest their own design.

Three optional units
Students will also take three additional units – almost certainly 
one based in Physics, one in Chemistry and one in Biology. We 
have not yet decided on which units they will be but they are 
likely to be from the following:

• Physiology of Human Body Systems

• Physiology of Human Regulation and Reproduction

• Biochemistry and Biochemical Techniques

• Energy Changes, Sources and Applications

• Electrical Circuits and their Applications

• Genetics and Genetic Engineering

• Geology of Natural Resources

• Astronomy

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary 
Diploma in Applied Science



Clayesmore Course Directory  63

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary 
Diploma in Hospitality
This course involves much more than cooking and will appeal to 
students considering working in the Hospitality industry which 
employs over 3 million people in the UK alone. This course is a 
vocational qualification which allows students to develop the core 
specialist knowledge and skills that employers want while also 
providing a reputable qualification that will allow them to progress 
to higher education.

1. The Hospitality Industry 
This unit provides an overview of the industry to the students. 
It enables them to gain knowledge and understanding of the 
hospitality industry, the classification systems and standards 
used and the organisation and structure of hospitality 
businesses. 

2. Principles of Supervising Customer Service Performance in 
Hospitality, Leisure, T&T 
This unit will provide in-depth knowledge of how to supervise 
customer service performance in the hospitality, leisure travel 
and tourism sector. 

3. Providing Customer Service in Hospitality  
This unit focuses on the role of communication, presentation 
and teamwork in customer service and it allows the students to 
develop customer service skills in hospitality industry through 
required work experience placements. Skills learnt will be 
useful no matter the future career of the student!

4. Contemporary World Food  
This unit introduces students to a variety of innovative 
and contemporary styles of food from a broad spectrum of 
hospitality businesses. Students will have opportunities to 
develop practical skills in preparing and cooking planned 
menus taking into account trends in contemporary world food. 

5. Asian Food 
Asian food plays an important role in the UK hospitality 
industry, and this unit introduces learners to the many types 
and styles of Asian food. Through structured research and 
investigation, learners will find out about the specific types of 
equipment, commodities and preparation methods needed to 
create the various styles of Asian food.

6. Hospitality Business Enterprise 
The hospitality industry offers a diverse range of opportunities 
for the entrepreneur and learners will gain an insight into the 
opportunities open to them. This unit will allow students to 
explore the issues involved in starting a business and to put 
some of them into practice. The business idea could be almost 
anything, such as a market stall, a cleaning service, outside 
catering, farmhouse holidays, or diversification into a range 
of related activities or service provision within an existing 
hospitality business.

7. Event Planning and Management 
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to gain 
knowledge of characteristics of events in the hospitality 
industry and gain skills to produce a proposal for an event 
from a client brief, plan, stage and review events.

Further modules can be undertaken that can lead to the 90-credit 
diploma.
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BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary 
Diploma in IT
This course will appeal to students considering careers as IT 
professionals. The BTEC in IT will help students develop the skills 
that employers need, while also providing a qualification that will 
enable progression to higher education.

There are two mandatory units:
Communication and Employability Skills for IT

• the personal attributes valued by employers

• the principles of effective communication

• using IT to communicate effectively

Computer Systems

• the components of computer systems

• recommending computer systems for a business purpose

• setting up and maintaining computer systems

In the other four units, students will 
study the following:
Advanced web design
The aim of this unit is to ensure students understand the 
fundamentals of cascading style sheets and scripting languages, 
and are able to develop the skills required to implement web pages 
using these tools.

Object oriented programming (OOP) and game development 
The aim of these two combined units is to develop an 
understanding of computer game development in light of OOP 
developments. Students will learn how to design and implement 
game apps, (lottery numbers, 21 and Space Invaders) using OOP 
code and structures.

Digital graphics
In this unit students will look at different types of digital graphics 
images and file format. They will learn to create, edit, modify and 
manipulate digital images of various types and complexity.

Further modules can be undertaken that can lead to the 90 credit 
subsidiary diploma.



Clayesmore Course Directory  65

This course will appeal to students who are keen to continue to 
develop their skills in Music Technology.  It offers a coursework-
based vocational course that will help enable you to work in the 
music industry. However, be aware that to do well in this unit you 
will need to be both technical and musicalc: without both interests 
you will struggle.

Mandatory unit: 
Music Production Techniques

The aim of this unit is to develop students’ awareness of the 
equipment and techniques used in recording studios to the extent 
that they can produce a complete studio recording. Students will 
also be required to mix their recordings to a format suitable for 
distribution to a non-technical audience. 

Specialist unit: 
Sound Creation and Manipulation

The aim of this unit is to develop students’ abilities to use the 
functions of synthesisers and samplers in creative music projects, 
establishing a basis in acoustic theory that will be transferable and 
fundamental to their use of music technology in the future.

Delivering a Music Product

The aim of this unit is to enable learners to experience the process 
of creating and delivering a product – probably a CD recording 
within guidelines typical within the music industry.

Marketing and Promotion in the Music Industry

The aim of this unit is to enable students to develop their 
knowledge of the types of marketing strategies used by music 
organisations. Learners will then apply their learning to the 
marketing of a recording production or performance event.

Music Technology in Performance

The aim of this unit is to develop knowledge and skills in the 
use of music technology in performance contexts. Students 
will perform using technology, work with related art forms and 
investigate the historical development of the technology and 
techniques used.

This unit considers the technology currently available and how 
it can be used in music performance then looks at historical 
developments in this area. Much of the focus within this unit is 
then on practical music creation using the technology and possibly 
some of the techniques discussed.

Listening Skills for Music Technologists – to be confirmed

The aim of this unit is to enable learners to develop their listening 
skills, with a focus on the sonic and musical components 
particularly of interest to music technologists. This is essential 
in order to perform, compose, DJ or to work in a recording studio 
or work with live sound. In this unit, learners will explore the 
potential of hearing by learning to listen actively instead of 
passively. Learners are required to develop and use a musical 
vocabulary and combine the theory of music, the nature of sound 
and production techniques. 

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary 
Diploma in Music Technology 
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These courses will appeal to all students with an interest in the 
theatre and the world of entertainment. Performing Arts is geared 
towards those who wish to develop their performance skills while 
Production Arts is for people who lean towards the design and 
technical side of the discipline.

Both provide a qualification that will enable students to progress 
to higher education but the practical nature of the courses means 
that they also provide an important step towards a career in ‘the 
business’.

There is one mandatory unit in 
Performing Arts:
Performing to an audience

Beyond that there is a wide choice of units, some for those who 
wish to develop their acting skills, some for singers, some for 
dancers and some for ‘all-rounders’.

The units on offer include: 
Developing voice for the actor
This unit looks at the fundamentals of voice production and 
provides a vital foundation for all performers

Auditions for actors
This unit looks at ways of impressing in auditions and helps 
to develop skills which would be transferable to any interview 
situation

Musical theatre performance
This unit builds towards a performance in a musical theatre 
production.

Contemporary theatre performance
This unit looks at contemporary theatre (1930 to the present day) 
and explores how various acting styles could be applied to a text.

Singing techniques and performance
This unit develops the skills specific to singing and leads to a 
performance of musical numbers. 

The units that you study will depend, in part, on the extra-
curricular work you do. If you are in a musical, you will follow 
the Musical Theatre unit; if you are in a contemporary play, then 
it will be the Contemporary Theatre unit. If you are not involved 
in an extra-curricular play, then we’ll stage something just within 
the BTEC group. We will do our best to tailor the course to your 
interests.

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary 
Diploma in Performing Arts 
or Production Arts
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BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary 
Diploma in Sport
The BTEC Sport course will follow on quite naturally from the 
GCSE in PE. It is NOT necessary to have studied PE at GCSE in 
order to do the BTEC in Sport.

There are four mandatory units:
1. Principles of Anatomy and Physiology in Sport
• the structure and function of the skeletal system
• the structure and function of the muscular system
• the structure and function of the cardiovascular system 
• the structure and function of the respiratory system
• the different types of energy systems

2. The Physiology of Fitness
• the body’s response to acute exercise
• the long-term effects of exercise on the body systems
• the physiological effects of exercise on the body systems

3. Assessing Risk in Sport
• the key factors that influence health and safety in sport
• risk assessments
• the safety of participants and colleagues in a sports 

environment 
• planning a safe sporting activity

4. Fitness training and programming
• the different methods of fitness training
• planning a fitness training session
• planning a fitness training programme
• reviewing a fitness training programme

There are three further units:
5. Fitness training for sport and exercise
• laboratory-based and field-based fitness tests
• health screening techniques
• administering appropriate fitness tests
• interpreting the results of fitness tests and providing feedback

6. Psychology
• the effects of personality, motivation and aggression on sports 

performance
• the impact of arousal, stress and anxiety on sports performance
• the psychology of group dynamics in sports environments
• psychological factors that affect people in exercise 

environments

7. Work experience in sport
• know about the opportunities for work-based experiences in 

sport
• be able to undertake a work-based experience in sport 

(minimum of 10 days)
• be able to review a work-based experience in sport
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The travel and tourism sector continues to grow at a rapid 
pace, with the amount of travel undertaken by individuals for 
both leisure and business purposes continuing to increase. 
An expansion in the short-break market has led to a growth of 
regional airports in the UK and across Europe and a rise in the 
number of new hospitality enterprises including health spas and 
boutique hotels.

The course is designed to provide an all-round introduction to 
the travel and tourism sector for those who wish to further their 
careers in one of its many connected industries, including retail 
travel, visitor attractions, accommodation, transport and tour 
operations.

There are four mandatory units.
1. Investigating the Travel and Tourism Sector 

This unit focuses on the travel and tourism sector, its 
component industries, their role and the interrelationships 
within the sector. 

2. The Business of Travel and Tourism 
This unit focuses on travel and tourism as a business and the 
role that travel and tourism organisations have in a business 
environment.

3. The UK as a Destination 
In this unit, students will develop their understanding of the 
factors that affect tourism to and within the UK.

4. Customer Service in Travel and Tourism 
In this unit, students will learn how excellent customer service 
contributes to the success of travel and tourism organisations.

Students will study two other units:
5. European destinations 

In this unit students will explore the diverse destinations that 
make up the European travel market.

6. Long-haul travel destinations 
Students will research one destination in depth, examining all 
of the features which make it appealing to visitors including 
accessibility, facilities and attractions.

BTEC Level 3  
Subsidiary Diploma  
in Travel and Tourism
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We are here to help you succeed in the 
subjects you have chosen to take.

Where can I do private study?
Sixth Formers are welcome to use any of our rooms and study 
areas - all have computer access and printing facilities. This 
enables you to work in a quiet environment, with friendly, skilled 
teacher support close by if you need it. 

But do I need LSC lessons in the  
Sixth Form?
If you have had LSC lessons in Years 9 – 11, you might well benefit 
from continuing with some extra help in the Sixth Form. However, 
it is equally possible you might not. We would wish to discuss 
with you how you are feeling about your subjects and see if we 
could help in anyway.

It often takes time to make the transition from GCSE to the 
demands of an A Level course and we can help you make the leap. 
For example, Sixth Formers are often glad to have a bit of help 
with one or more of the following:

• Revision and examination techniques

• Analytical techniques

• Speed reading 

• Organisation and time management

• Essay writing

If you have a recognised difficulty such as Dyslexia or Dyspraxia 
it is almost certainly the case that some extra lessons will be 
beneficial for you. If you feel you are struggling with one of your 
subjects you are very welcome to have a chat with Mrs Cowley, the 
Head of Learning Support. She will discuss with you whether and 
how the LSC can make a difference to you and your work.

The LSC staff are highly experienced at helping Sixth Formers and 
will be able to work in a way that complements the work that you 
do with your subject teachers. We will work closely with you, your 
tutor and your teachers to identify where you need a bit of extra 
help and then to determine who can best help you.

What happens when I go to University?
We encourage you to identify your learning needs and seek support 
to meet your goals. We know this approach will prepare you for 
moving on the next stage of your education, providing you with the 
confidence to know your strengths and to know where to seek help 
if you continue to need it.

Learning Support Centre
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The EAL department provides 
experienced and specialist help for pupils 
whose first language is not English.
In this department students from overseas will receive English 
language tuition in order to minimise the disadvantages of being 
a non-native speaker within an academic environment. As your 
English improves, so will your ability to communicate and your 
integration into all aspects of school life will be made easier.

We also provide students with support for their mainstream school 
lessons by liaising with other departments. You will be helped 
with the specialist vocabulary and terminology of your AS and A2 
subjects and assistance with academic writing will be given where 
necessary.

If you have come up through the school your individual EAL 
programme will continue. Preparation for the relevant language 
requirements for higher education will begin (usually IELTS - 
see below) and you may wish to work for a further Cambridge 
qualification. 

If you enter the school directly into the Sixth Form your language 
skills will be assessed by the department and an individual 
programme devised which is best suited to your needs and 
your level of English. In one-to-one or small group lessons you 
will be prepared, if you wish, for the internationally recognised 
examinations established by the University of Cambridge. 
Clayesmore is a centre for both ESOL and CIE. These qualifications 
are becoming increasingly important as they can help to ease visa 
applications, particularly for those from non-EU countries. Success 
in the CAE and CPE exams (see below) can give extra UCAS points 
to students who wish to study at British universities. If you hope 
to go to a university in the UK you will be prepared for IELTS (see 
below). If the USA or Canada is your destination, we shall prepare 
you for SATS and/or TOEFL.  

Exams offered by the Department:
• Cambridge Preliminary English Test (PET)

• Cambridge First Certificate (FCE) 

• Cambridge Advanced (CAE)

• Cambridge Proficiency (CPE)

• International English Testing System (IELTS)

• IGCSE English as a second language

• TOEFL

• American SATS

If you require any more information then please do speak with 
Sarah Bunnell, Head of EAL.

English as an Additional 
Language – EAL
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What is Young Enterprise?
With more than 5,500 schools, colleges and universities 
participating in its programmes, Young Enterprise is the UK’s 
largest business and enterprise education charity. 

The Young Enterprise programmes are all based on the principle 
of learning by doing and bring volunteers from business into 
the classroom or university to work with teachers and students. 
Some of the Young Enterprise programmes offer students direct 
experience of enterprise through working together to run their own 
real company. Others are structured around seminars and classes, 
using games, activities and role-play to help students to develop 
skills and capabilities for enterprise, business and the world of 
work.

Lower Sixth students have the opportunity to take part in the 
Young Enterprise Company programme which involves running a 
real company and enabling them to embark on an experience that 
will influence their education, career and could possibly shape the 
rest of their life!

What is the Company Programme?
In the Company Programme, students set up and run their own 
company over the course of one academic year. They elect a board 
of directors from amongst their peers, raise share capital and 
market and finance a product or service of their own choice. At the 
end of the year they liquidate the company and present a report 
and accounts. 

What do the students get out of the 
experience?
Forming a Young Enterprise company gives the students an 
opportunity to test out their skills and their abilities to cope with 
new and difficult situations. It can help them make the right 
decision about career choices and the qualifications needed.

Each year awards are presented to the best all round Young 
Enterprise companies. Award winners are not necessarily the 
companies that make the most profit; team involvement, an 
understanding of business, an innovative approach and good ideas 
are just as important. The teams can win local awards and even 
go to the national HSBC Young Enterprise Innovation Awards and 
European Competitions.

The company programme is fully recognised and valued by 
universities and employers alike and gives the students the 
opportunity to enrich their whole educational experience.

Further details on the course can be found at  
www.young-enterprise.org.uk.  
Look under ‘Company Programme’ for the course we offer.

Young Enterprise
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The Gold Award
One of the great opportunities in the Sixth Form is that you can 
participate in the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award Scheme.

A Gold Award is an exceptional achievement and is highly 
regarded by employers throughout the world. If you complete your 
Gold Award you will be invited to St James’s Palace to be presented 
with your award by a member of the Royal Family.

There are a limited number of places and you must watch out for 
the application pack that will be emailed home in the summer 
holiday after Year 11. Priority is given to students who have 
already completed another level of the award. Any student who 
is working towards another level of the award, but has not yet 
completed this, must do so first before being allowed to begin the 
Gold Award.

The emphasis of the Gold Award is on participants showing 
initiative and taking responsibility for their progress through 
the award. Whilst the school provides support along the way 
participants are increasingly required to organise themselves, 
and to monitor and record their progress with their award. To 
succeed you will need to: be organised; meet deadlines; take on 
responsibility; make a contribution to your school and the local 
community.

The Gold Award requires participants  
to complete activities in five areas.
1. Volunteering. You will be required to undertake a volunteering 
placement for a minimum of twelve months. You will be required 
to be of service to others, not just people at Clayesmore. You will 
need to take the initiative for organising this yourself, although 
the school will be able to help you with some ideas and to support 
you once you have found a placement. You will need to keep 
meticulous records of your attendance and have these signed off 
regularly by your supervisor.

2. Skill. You will need to learn a new skill or develop an existing 
one. This can be in any area and does not need to be done at 
school. You might learn a musical instrument, gain a coaching 

qualification, or take up fly-fishing. This will need to be done for a 
minimum of six months. You will need to keep meticulous records 
of your attendance and have these signed off regularly by your 
supervisor.

3. Physical. You will need to participate in a physical activity, 
such as football, hockey, tennis or rugby. This section can often 
be achieved by fully and properly participating in games during 
the whole of your sixth form career. It must be undertaken for a 
minimum of six months, but one of Skill, Physical or Volunteering 
must be for 18 months. You will need to keep meticulous records 
of your attendance and have these signed off regularly by your 
supervisor.

4. Expedition. You will need to plan and organise your own 
four-day expedition. The school provides extensive training for 
this, including first aid, campcraft and navigation. You will also 
participate in training and practice expeditions at weekends and 
during the holidays. These are all compulsory and you must attend 
to be eligible to continue to participate in the award. There are 
some compulsory evening training events during term time. Dates 
are published well in advance.

5. Residential. You must attend a five day residential course or 
event with people who you do not know. The course or event must 
involve communal living and activities that take place during the 
day and the evening. You will need to take full responsibility for 
arranging this aspect of your award. 

Meeting all of these requirements can sometimes seem quite 
difficult, but it is definitely worth the effort and there are plenty of 
staff at Clayesmore who can help you with the different elements 
of the scheme.

If you would like more information speak to Mr Reach or  
Mrs Lockwood.

If you would like to know more visit the DofE website at  
www.dofe.org

Duke of Edinburgh Award
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Lower and Upper Sixth
• Weekly lessons in small groups of no more than 10 students 

begin after half term in the autumn term of the Lower Sixth and 
continue until half term of the autumn term in the Upper Sixth 
by which time all applications should be completed.

• Areas covered during the year are as follows:

Lower Sixth – Autumn Term
• Compilation of spreadsheet documenting experience of work 

gained and/or required for possible career progression.

• Updating of CVs.

• Introduction to the formal conferences and taster courses 
specifically run by the universities for potential university 
applicants in subjects not studied at school level such as 
medicine, veterinary science, law and engineering. 

• Question and answer evening with recent leavers “The Real 
Facts about University”.

• Discussion of post 18 choices to reinforce and remind students 
of the non university option to career progression as a viable 
route for able and motivated students into careers such as 
accountancy.

• Introduction to the resources available on the ISCO website.

• Introduction to the UCAS website and handbooks such as 
Heap’s University Degree Course Offers and The Times Good 
University Guide.

Lower Sixth – Spring Term
• Focus on researching and booking taster courses and open days.

• All students visit either Southampton University (Russell 
Group) or Oxford Brookes (top player in the ranks of the newer, 
more vocational universities).

• Internet research continues in earnest into subject courses and 
a university shortlist is prepared.

• All prospective university students, attend the regional UCAS 
Convention held at one of the regions leading universities. 

Lower Sixth – Summer Term
After the module exams, the formal aspect of the UCAS application 
cycle begins.

• Pre university spreadsheet of subject and destination choices is 
completed so that reference writing can commence.

• Registration with UCAS “Apply”.

• Higher Education Day for parents and students. 

      • Personal statement training with ISCO workshop. 
     • Talk on GAP years. 
     • Talk on finance. 
     • Lecture from Peter Mulligan from SACU.

• The post-exam period is a busy time for going to open days and 
other university visits and events.

Upper Sixth
School policy is to aim to complete all applications for university 
by half term bearing in mind there is an earlier deadline of Oct 
1st for music conservatoires and Oct 15th for Oxbridge, medical 
students, dentist and veterinary science applications.

Upper Sixth – Autumn Term
Weekly lessons continue until half term. They are devoted to: 

• Updating the CV.

• Writing the all important personal statement and completing 
and checking the UCAS forms for complete accuracy.

• Ensuring that non university applications are in hand. 

• Liaising with Sixth Form tutors to ensure applications are 
realistic and that the grades required are achievable. 

• Ensuring that any special tests such as BMAT and UKCAT 
for medicine and LNAT for Law, have been registered for and 
taken by the required deadlines.

University Advice  
and Careers
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